TEACHER’S GUIDE

          Grades 5 to 12

The Making of America’s Presidency

Our Presidents in America’s History Series

Subject Area:  Social Studies, U.S. History

Synopsis:  Chronicles the beginnings of American democracy, including the early governments of the colonies, the Continental Congress, and the creation of the United States Constitution.  Discusses the system of checks and balances laid out in the Constitution, which limits the power of the President of the United States.

Learning Objectives:

Objective 1)
Students will be able to explain the early democratic ideas and practices that emerged during the colonial period and explain the functions of the House of Burgesses and the Continental Congress.
Objective 2)
Students will be able to describe the mounting tensions between the American Colonies and Britain that led to the Revolutionary War, with emphasis on the issue of taxation without representation.
Objective 2)
Students will be able to discuss the Constitutional Convention, and explain why it was necessary to have a workable central government led by a single executive with limited powers.
Objective 3)
Students will be able to explain the roles of each of the three branches of government and discuss the system of checks and balances as outlined in the United States Constitution.
Pre-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
Point out the original 13 colonies and Great Britain on a map.  Who ruled the American colonies?  What types of local governments existed?  Why were local governments necessary?

2)
Vocabulary:  evolved, lynchpin, Declaration of Independence, pledge, House of Burgesses, influential, regional, abyss, levied, taxation, tyranny, rebellion, legislature, annually, Minute Men, Continental Congress, Articles of Confederation, inadequate, Constitutional Convention, executive, checks and balances, veto, impeach, liberty, ratified, Bill of Rights

Post-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
When did the concept of American democracy begin?  Describe the systems of government in the Colonial period.  Did the colonies share a common government?  

2)
What were the causes of the Revolutionary War?  Why did England levy taxes on the colonists?  Why did this upset the colonists?

3)
How did the colonies respond to the escalating tensions with Britain?  Why was it important that the colonies declared common cause with Massachusetts after the Boston Massacre and the Boston Tea Party?  What do you think would have happened had the colonies not united against Britain?

4)
Why do you think the Battles of Lexington and Concord are referred to as “the shot heard round the world?”  Why were these battles significant?

5)
What was the purpose of the Constitutional Convention?  Why did the United States need to create a central government?  Why did the nation need a single executive?  How is the President’s power limited?

6)
What are the three branches of government?  Why is the system of checks and balances necessary?  Give an example of the system of checks and balances in action.

Additional Activity:

1)
In a class activity, work through three mock scenarios that demonstrate the system of checks and balances:

· Have the “Congress” vote and pass a new bill that the “President” may veto or the “Supreme Court justices” declare unconstitutional.

· Have the President ask the Congress to declare war.  

· Tell the class that the President has been accused of abusing his or her power as President and go through the process of impeachment.   

Related New Dimension Media Titles:

· The Constitution Series

· American Civil War: The Causes and Consequences

· America’s Quest for Freedom Series
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          Grades 5 to 12

George Washington

Our Presidents in America’s History Series

Subject Area:  Social Studies, U.S. History

Synopsis: Chronicles the life of George Washington, including his leadership in the Revolutionary War, his role as chairman of the Constitutional Convention, and his terms as President of the United States.  Explains how Washington, the first president in the world, helped unify the nation and set a precedent for the Presidency.

Learning Objectives:

Objective 1)
Students will be able to discuss George Washington’s role as Commander in Chief of the Continental Army in the Revolutionary War.

Objective 2)
Students will be able to explain how George Washington unified the nation and set a lasting precedent for the Presidency.

Objective 3)
Students will be able to describe the conflicting ideas of cabinet members, Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson, over the powers of state and federal governments.

Objective 4)
Students will be able to discuss the Whiskey Rebellion of 1794 and explain how George Washington responded to the crisis.

Pre-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
Ask students to share what they already know about George Washington.  Ask questions such as “Where was he from?”  and “What did he do before he became President of the United States?”

2)
Vocabulary: Presidency, unity, surveyor, slavery, sanction, economy, chairman, Constitutional Convention, unanimously, precedent, mediator, Constitution, U.S. Bank, U.S. Stock Exchange, cotton gin, excise tax, dispel

Post-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
Describe George Washington’s leadership in the Revolutionary War.  What factors made his task especially difficult?  How did Washington’s soldiers feel about him?

2)
Describe the Continental Army’s winter at Valley Forge.  What kind of assistance was given to the Continental Army at that time?

3)
Why was slavery important to the South’s economy?  How would the abolition of slavery affect the South?  Could plantation owners have operated their businesses without the use of slave labor?

4)
Why was George Washington the logical choice for the Presidency?  How did his role as a military general prepare him for the office of President?  What characteristics do you think the state representatives looked for in the first President of the United States?  Do we look for the same characteristics in our leaders today?

5)
How is a president different from a king?  Why do you think it was decided to refer to Washington as Mr. President instead of “his highness”?

6)
In what ways did George Washington set a precedent for all presidents to come?

7)
Describe the conflicting views of Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson regarding the power of the federal and state governments.  What are the benefits and drawbacks to having a strong central government?  What are the benefits and drawbacks to spreading power across state governments?

8)
What was the cause of the Whiskey Rebellion?  How did Washington respond to the conflict?

9)
What does it mean that Washington was “a citizen first in war, first in peace, first in the hearts of his countrymen”?

Additional Activities:

1)
From their knowledge of the facts of George’s Washington’s presidency, ask students to create a myth about his character similar to the familiar story of the President cutting down a cherry tree in his youth.

2)
Ask students to imagine that they have been elected as the 1st President of the United States.  Ask them to write journal entries outlining their actions as President, their chosen lifestyle, and how they deal with conflicts in their cabinets.

Related New Dimension Media Titles:

· The Constitution Series

· American Civil War: The Causes and Consequences

· America’s Quest for Freedom Series
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          Grades 5 to 12

John Adams & Thomas Jefferson

Our Presidents in America’s History Series

Subject Area:  Social Studies, U.S. History

Synopsis: Chronicles the presidencies of John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, focusing on the peaceful transfers of power from Washington to Adams and from Adams to Jefferson, and the rise of the Federalist and Republican parties.  Discusses the significant events, issues and policies of each man’s presidency, including the XYZ Affair, the Alien and Sedition Acts, the Louisiana Purchase, the Lewis and Clark Expedition and the Embargo Act.

Learning Objectives:

Objective 1)
Students will be able to explain the significance of the peaceful transfers of power from Washington to Adams, and from Adams to Jefferson.
Objective 2)
Students will be able to contrast the views of Federalist President John Adams and Republican President Thomas Jefferson.
Objective 3)
Students will be able to discuss the significant events and policies of Adams’ presidency, including the XYZ Affair and the Alien and Sedition Acts.
Objective 4)
Students will be able to discuss the significant events and policies of Jefferson’s presidency, including the Louisiana Purchase, the Lewis and Clark Expedition, and the Embargo Act of 1807.
Objective 5)
Students will be able to describe Thomas Jefferson’s views on slavery and his concerns that the issue would eventually destroy the nation.
Pre-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
Who was the first President of the United States?  What challenges do you think the second President of the United States faced when taking the place of George Washington?

2)
Vocabulary: strong-willed, Patriot, Boston Massacre, delegate, Continental Congress, diplomatic, campaign, hysteria, peace commission, bribe, dispute, plantation, tobacco, forefront, House of Burgesses, electoral process, Louisiana Territory, navigation, judicial review, unconstitutional, politics of deference, anti-climax, biracial.

Post-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
Why did John Adams defend the British officials accused in the Boston Massacre?  What does this show about his belief in the system of law?

2)
Why did John Adams refer to his inauguration day as “another sun rising”.  Why was the peaceful transfer of power from Washington to Adams a significant event?  How did Thomas Jefferson refer to his election in 1800?  Why did he consider his election a “revolution”?

3)
Explain the events that became known as the XYZ Affair.  How did John Adams respond to the crisis?  How did the American public feel about his actions?

4)
What were the purposes and effects of the Alien and Sedition Acts?  Did the Acts violate Americans’ civil rights?  Could similar laws be passed today?

5)
Thomas Jefferson was constantly at odds with Hamilton and Adams over what issue?

6)
On a map, point out the original 13 colonies and the Louisiana Territory.  From what nation did Thomas Jefferson purchase the Louisiana Territory?  How did this purchase change the United States?  Why was this land of value to the United States?  What opportunities did the new territory open up for Americans?

7)
What was the purpose of the Lewis & Clark Expedition?

8)
How did Thomas Jefferson feel about slavery?  What conditions made it difficult for him to release his slaves?  Why did he believe the issue of slavery would divide the nation?

Additional Activities:
1)
Ask students to rewrite Jefferson’s second term as President of the United States.  What actions could he have taken to make his second term in office as remarkable as the rest of his life?

2)
Have students draw a political cartoon of one of the events mentioned in the program.  Display students’ cartoons and have a class discussion about the points of view they have depicted.
3)
Thomas Jefferson’s epitaph states that he was “Author of the Declaration of American Independence, of the Statute of Virginia for Religious Freedom, Father of the University of Virginia”.  Have students write their own epitaphs of Thomas Jefferson.
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          Grades 5 to 12

Madison & Monroe

Our Presidents in America’s History Series

Subject Area:  Social Studies, U.S. History

Synopsis:  Chronicles the presidencies of James Madison and James Monroe, focusing on the issues of foreign relations, economic independence, and slavery.  Discusses the War of 1812, the Era of Good Feeling, the Missouri Compromise, the Monroe Doctrine, and the Protective Tariff Act of 1824.

Learning Objectives:

Objective 1)
Students will be able to explain James Madison’s role in the drafting of the United States Constitution and Bill of Rights.

Objective 2)
Students will be able to identify the causes of the War of 1812 and discuss how the War impacted the American economy.

Objective 3)
Students will be able to discuss the “era of good feeling” during James Monroe’s presidency, which was characterized by Westward expansion and economic growth.

Objective 4)
Students will be able to recall the terms of the Missouri Compromise and the reasons the Compromise was signed into law.

Objective 5)
Students will be able to explain the significance of the Monroe Doctrine and how it affected the status of the United States in the Western Hemisphere and in the world.

Objective 6)
Students will be able to discuss the Protective Tariff Act of 1824, which united the nation in its quest to make America economically independent from Europe.

Pre-Viewing Activities:

1)
On a map, point out the states added to the Union during Madison’s presidency (Indiana and Louisiana) and during Monroe’s presidency (Maine, Illinois, Missouri, Mississippi and Alabama).  Also identify the Native American tribes that originally inhabited these lands.

2)
Vocabulary: scholar, intellectual, Constitution, ratify, Bill of Rights, endorse, harassment, neutrality, national treasures, bombardment, negotiate, prosperity, paradox, plantation, alcoholic, middle class, acquire, displaced, antagonism, sectionalism, free state, slave state, foothold, foreign policy, colonization, meddle, legacy, tariff, imports, manufactured goods, unified

Post-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
What were the causes of the War of 1812?  How did the War affect U.S. relations with Europe?  How did it affect the American economy?

2)
In what way was slavery a paradox for James Madison?  What issues made it difficult for him to release his slaves?

3)
How did increased westward expansion affect Native Americans?  Why did Americans want to settle the West?

4)
During the “Era of Good Feeling”, what industries were developing in the North?  In the South?  What are the possible reasons for this?

5)
On a map, point out the free and slave states in the nation before the Missouri Compromise.  Why was the Missouri Compromise necessary?  How would an imbalance of free and slave states in the nation affect relations between Northern and Southern States?  What was President Monroe’s opinion of the Compromise?  Why did he sign the Compromise into law?  What was the effect of the Compromise?

6)
Explain the Monroe Doctrine.  What circumstances led to the Doctrine?  How did the Monroe Doctrine affect the status of the United States in the Western Hemisphere and in the world?

7)
What was the purpose of the Protective Tariff Act of 1824?  How did Americans respond to the Act?  How did the Act affect U.S. economic rights?

Additional Activities:

1)
As a class, review the words to the Star-Spangled Banner.  The entire poem is available at www.francisscottkey.org.  Hold a class discussion about the meaning of the national anthem and why we sing the national anthem at special events.  

2)
Discuss some of the national treasures that are kept at the White House.  Virtual tours of the White House can be taken at www.whitehousekids.gov.  Ask students to imagine that they, like Dolly Madison, must leave the White House because of a British invasion.  What national treasures do they take with them?  What items did Dolly Madison take from the White House?

Related New Dimension Media Titles:

· African American History Series

· The Constitution Series

· American Civil War: The Causes and Consequences

· America’s Quest for Freedom Series

· The Bill of Rights Today: the 4th Amendment

· Great Native American Nations Series

· Great Native American Leaders Series 
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          Grades 5 to 12

J.Q. Adams, Jackson & Van Buren

Our Presidents in America’s History Series

Subject Area:  Social Studies, U.S. History

Synopsis:  Chronicles the presidencies of John Quincy Adams, Andrew Jackson and Martin Van Buren.  Focuses on the growth of the nation and the growing tensions between the northern and southern states over slavery.  Discusses John Quincy Adams’ presidency and service in the House of Representatives, the overwhelming popularity of Andrew Jackson and the actions he took to strengthen the presidency, and the economic depression during Martin Van Buren’s term in office.

Learning Objectives:

Objective 1)
Students will be able to discuss the Presidency of John Quincy Adams as well as his service in the House of Representatives following his Presidency.

Objective 2)
Students will be able to describe Andrew Jackson’s appeal as a “common man” and the actions he took to strengthen the Presidency.

Objective 3)
Students will be able to discuss the economic crisis and the growing debate over slavery that characterized Martin Van Buren’s term in office.

Objective 4)
Students will be able to contrast the personalities and ideas of John Q. Adams, Andrew Jackson and Martin Van Buren.

Pre-Viewing Activities:

1)
On a map, point out the new states added to the Union during the presidencies of John Q. Adams, Andrew Jackson, and Martin Van Buren.

2)
Vocabulary:  diplomat, electoral votes, electoral college, common man, bigamist, spoils system, Trail of Tears, laissez-faire, veto, inauguration, economic depression, Jeffersonian Democracy

Post-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
Describe the circumstances in which John Q. Adams became President of the United States.  Was Adams qualified to be President?  Why do you think his diplomatic experiences did not carry over well to the Presidency?

2)
How did John Q. Adams become a member of the House of Representatives?  To what issue did he devote his attention while serving in the House?

3)
In what ways was Andrew Jackson different from the preceding Presidents?  How was he portrayed in the Presidential Election of 1828?  Why was Andrew Jackson popular with the common man?

4)
Over what issue did Andrew Jackson’s cabinet resign?  Why was the treatment of Peggy O’Neal of importance to Andrew Jackson?

5)
What was the Trail of Tears?  Why were the Cherokees relocated?  

6)
Of what was Thomas Hart Benton speaking when he said, “It was the only time the rising sun was eclipsed by the setting sun”?  

7)
What issues dominated Van Buren’s presidency?  What was the cause of the economic crisis?  Why did many Americans resent Van Buren?  

Additional Activities:

1)
Create three columns on the board and ask students to call out characteristics of John Q. Adams, Andrew Jackson, and Martin Van Buren.  Encourage students to consider each President’s economic and social background and education.  Afterwards, discuss how each President’s characteristics related to his ability to lead the nation.  Discuss what characteristics Americans value in their leaders.

2)
Discuss political campaigns:  why campaigns are necessary, mediums used by politicians to gain votes, tactics commonly used, etc.  If possible, bring some campaign posters or television advertisements from local elections to class.  Divide the class into groups of 4 or 5 students each.  Each group must create campaign slogans and posters for either John Q. Adams, Andrew Jackson or Martin Van Buren.  Display students’ work and have a class discussion about effective campaign slogans and advertisements.

Related New Dimension Media Titles:

· African American History Series

· The Constitution Series

· American Civil War: The Causes and Consequences

· America’s Quest for Freedom Series

· The Bill of Rights Today: the 4th Amendment

· Great Native American Nations Series

· Great Native American Leaders Series
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          Grades 5 to 12

W.H. Harrison, Tyler, Polk & Taylor

Our Presidents in America’s History Series

Subject Area:  Social Studies, U.S. History

Synopsis:  Chronicles the presidencies of William H. Harrison, John Tyler, James K. Polk, and Zachary Taylor.  Focuses on westward expansion and the growing tensions between Northern and Southern states over slavery.  Discusses the dishonest campaign that won Harrison the presidency; the controversial actions of Tyler; the expansion of American borders during the Polk presidency, and the controversy over extending slavery to new territories in Taylor’s term.

Learning Objectives:

Objective 1)
Students will be able to identify the major events of the Harrison, Tyler, Polk and Taylor Presidencies.

Objective 2)
Students will be able to discuss the growing importance of the West and frontier life during the 19th century and explain the concept of Manifest Destiny.

Objective 3)
Students will be able to discuss the social problems that arose with the expansion of U.S. borders, industrialization, and increased immigration.
Objective 4)
Students will be able to discuss the growing tensions between Northern and Southern states over slavery, and the controversy of whether to extend slavery to new territories.
Pre-Viewing Activities:

1)
On a map, point out the new states and territories added to the Union during the presidencies of Harrison, Tyler, Polk and Taylor.  Also note the Indian tribes that originally inhabited these lands.

2)
Vocabulary:  campaign, public relations, party platform, frontiersman, inaugural address, impeachment, dark horse candidate, slogan, manifest destiny, potato famine, immigrants, poverty, bigotry, Mexican War, treaty, industrialization, veteran, controversy, compromise

Post-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
How did William Harrison present himself in the Presidential campaign of 1840?  What was Harrison’s economic background?  Why was it beneficial to him to create an image as a simpleton born in a log cabin?  Do Americans today prefer presidents from humble beginnings?  Are American politicians dishonest about their backgrounds today?

2)
Why did John Tyler’s cabinet members resign?  In what ways was Tyler a controversial figure?

3)
Explain the concept of manifest destiny.  What events during James K. Polk’s presidency furthered the American goal to expand the nation’s borders?  What people originally inhabited the lands acquired by the United States during this time?

4)
What gave rise to the wave of Irish immigrants during the 1840’s?  What kinds of challenges did the immigrants face in the United States?  What opportunities were available to them in America?

5)
What goals did James K. Polk accomplish as President?  What issues did he fail to address? 

6)
What was Zachary Taylor’s stance of the extension of slavery to new territories?  How might things have been different had he accepted a compromise on this issue?

Additional Activities:

1)
Discuss William H. Harrison’s political campaign and the reasons it was appealing to the American people.  Divide the class into groups of 4 or 5 students each.  Ask each group to create the ideal Presidential candidate.  Encourage them to consider their candidate’s age, economic background, education level, previous work experience, etc.  After students have created a candidate, have them make campaign slogans and posters for their candidate.  Display students’ work and have a class discussion about the qualities we look for in our leaders.

2)
Discuss the experiences of Irish immigrants in the 19th century, including the reasons they moved to America, where they lived in the United States, the types of jobs they held, and the challenges they faced.  Have students write journal entries as young Irish immigrants during this time.  What opportunities do they expect to find in America?  How do the events during this time, such as the California Gold Rush and the Mexican War affect them?

Related New Dimension Media Titles:

· African American History Series

· The Constitution Series

· American Civil War: The Causes and Consequences

· America’s Quest for Freedom Series

· The Bill of Rights Today: the 4th Amendment

· Great Native American Nations Series

· Great Native American Leaders Series
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          Grades 5 to 12

Fillmore, Pierce & Buchanan

Our Presidents in America’s History Series

Subject Area:  Social Studies, U.S. History

Synopsis:  Chronicles the presidencies of Millard Fillmore, Franklin Pierce, and James Buchanan, with emphasis on the growing tensions in the nation over the slavery issue.  Discusses the controversies surrounding the Compromise of 1850 and the Kansas-Nebraska Act and looks at the nation’s growth, the rise of the anti-slavery Republican Party and the Dred Scott Decision.

Learning Objectives:

Objective 1)
Students will be able to recall the major events of the Presidencies of Millard Fillmore, Franklin Pierce, and James Buchanan.
Objective 2)
Students will be able to explain the Compromise of 1850 and the Kansas-Nebraska Act.
Objective 3)
Students will be able to describe the growing tensions in the nation over the slavery issue.
Objective 4)
Students will be able to discuss the stances of Millard Fillmore, Franklin Pierce, and James Buchanan on slavery.
Pre-Viewing Activities:

1)
On a map, point out the slave and free states already a part of the Union before Millard Fillmore’s election in 1848.  Also point out the new states and territories added to the Union during the presidencies of Fillmore, Pierce, and Buchanan.  Did these new states that joined the Union join as slave or free states?  How was that decision made?  Was the status of new states important to the existing states?

2)
Vocabulary:  fugitive slaves, minstrel shows, stereotypes, transcontinental railway, territories, doughface, westward expansion, abolitionist

Post-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
What agreement was made in the Missouri Compromise of 1820?  Explain the Compromise of 1850.  How did people on both sides of the slavery debate react to the Compromise?  Which issues made each side unhappy?

2)
What were Millard Fillmore’s views on slavery?  How did his views affect his chances for re-election?

3)
What was Popular Sovereignty?  How would a territory determine the legality of slavery?

4)
Explain the Kansas-Nebraska Act.  Why did pro- and anti-slavery factions go to Kansas?  Why was it important to both anti- and pro-slavery groups to gain control of Kansas?  What were the effects of the Kansas-Nebraska Act?

5)
What were Franklin Pierce’s views on slavery?  

6)
What were Buchanan’s views on slavery?  Why did he say, “I am the last President of the United States.”

7)
What decisions did the Supreme Court make in the Dred Scott Case?  How did these decisions affect African Americans?

Additional Activities:

1)
Present the class with more information about Dred Scott’s life and his trial.  Divide the class into three groups:  the Supreme Court Judges, council supporting Dred Scott, and council supporting John F. Sanford.  Have both council groups brainstorm arguments to present to the judges concerning Dred Scott’s freedom, his legal status, and the Compromise of 1850.

2)
Bring some political cartoons for students to look at and discuss.  Explain how cartoonists use their drawings to make a statement about a current event.  Have students draw cartoons that make statements about events mentioned in the program, such as the Kansas-Nebraska act or the California Gold Rush.

Related New Dimension Media Titles:

· African American History Series

· The Constitution Series

· American Civil War: The Causes and Consequences

· America’s Quest for Freedom Series

· The Bill of Rights Today: the 4th Amendment

· Great Native American Nations Series

· Great Native American Leaders Series
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          Grades 5 to 12

Abraham Lincoln

Our Presidents in America’s History Series

Subject Area:  Social Studies, U.S. History

Synopsis:  Discusses the election of Abraham Lincoln, which sparked the secession of the Southern States from the Union and the Civil War.  Discusses the significance of the Emancipation Proclamation, the Battle of Gettysburg, and the Gettysburg Address.  Concludes with a detailed account of the assassination of Lincoln by John Wilkes Booth.

Learning Objectives:

Objective 1)
Students will be able to discuss the election of Abraham Lincoln and explain why his election led Southern States to secede from the Union.
Objective 2)
Students will be able to explain the significance of the Emancipation Proclamation.
Objective 3)
Students will be able to discuss the Battle of Gettysburg and Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address.
Objective 4)
Students will be able to describe the assassination of Abraham Lincoln by John Wilkes Booth.
Pre-Viewing Activities:

1)
On a map, point out the states that made up the Confederate States of America, and the states that made up the Union.  Where was the Civil War fought?  

2)
Vocabulary:  democracy, revered, integrity, Lincoln-Douglass debates, orator, secede, inauguration, Emancipation Proclamation, Confederacy, malicious, ports, campaign, assassination

Post-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
What event led South Carolina to secede from the Union?  How many states had seceded by Lincoln’s inauguration day?  

2)
What advantages and disadvantages did the Union and Confederacy have at the start of the Civil War?

3)
What was the purpose of the Emancipation Proclamation?  How did the Emancipation Proclamation transform the nature of the war?  

4)
Approximately how many African Americans fought for the Union in the Civil War?  What type of opposition did they face from soldiers and military leaders?  Why did Union soldiers, fighting for the end of slavery, discriminate against African Americans?

5)
What was Lincoln’s strategy to win the Civil War?  How was this achieved?

6)
Why was the Battle of Gettysburg significant?  

7)
Describe the circumstances of the assassination of Abraham Lincoln?  Why did John Wilkes Booth assassinate him?

Additional Activities:

1)
Have students write a history of Abraham Lincoln’s life, imagining that he had survived the assassination attempt by John Wilkes Booth.  What might Lincoln have accomplished during his second term?

2)
Divide students into groups of three or four to design the front page of a newspaper covering an event in the program such as the Emancipation Proclamation, the Battle of Gettysburg, or the assassination of Lincoln.

Related New Dimension Media Titles:

· African American History Series

· Bend in the River

· Great Campaigns in the Civil War Series

· Lincoln at Gettysburg

· The Constitution Series

· American Civil War: The Causes and Consequences

· America’s Quest for Freedom Series
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          Grades 5 to 12

A. Johnson, Grant, & Hayes

Our Presidents in America’s History Series

Subject Area:  Social Studies, U.S. History

Synopsis:  Chronicles the presidencies of Andrew Johnson, Ulysses S. Grant, and Rutherford B. Hayes.  Discusses Reconstruction, the impeachment of Andrew Johnson, corruption in the Grant administration, the beginning of Jim Crow laws and segregation, and the emerging issues of workers’ rights, prejudice, and urban squalor.

Learning Objectives:

Objective 1)
Students will be able to review the Presidency of Andrew Johnson and explain why he was impeached.
Objective 2)
Students will be able to describe the Gilded Age, which was characterized by booming industry, westward expansion, and new technology.
Objective 3)
Students will be able to review the Presidency of Ulysses S. Grant
Objective 4)
Students will be able to discuss the Presidency of Rutherford B. Hayes.
Objective 5)
Students will be able to describe the new issues that emerged following Reconstruction, including segregation, prejudice and workers’ rights.
Pre-Viewing Activities:

1)
Ask students to consider the issues the nation faced following the Civil War.  How would the South’s economy keep going without slave labor?  What would become of the recently freed slaves?  How would the Southern States be integrated back into the Union?  What other issues did the nation face?

2)
Vocabulary:  onerous, reconstruction, lenient, impeach, Gilded Age, transcontinental railroad, suffrage, suffragettes, Ku Klux Klan, carpetbaggers, memoirs, Jim Crow laws, segregation, temperance, moral, ethical, bandits, phonograph, workers’ rights, prejudice, urban squalor

Post-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
Why was Andrew Johnson chosen as Lincoln’s running mate?

2)
What was the purpose of Reconstruction?  In what specific ways did the South need to be reconciled to the North?  How was this accomplished?

3)
Why was Andrew Johnson impeached?

4)
What was Ulysses S. Grant’s occupation before the Civil War?  Why did Grant apologize to the nation before leaving office?  What does it mean that his mistakes were errors of judgment, but not intent?

5)
Describe life for freed slaves during the era of Reconstruction.  What types of opportunities were available to them?  What challenges did they face?

6)
How did the settlement of the West affect Native Americans?  How did Native Americans respond to American encroachment on their lands?

7)
What were the circumstances of Rutherford B. Hayes’ election to the Presidency?  

8)
From what countries were immigrants coming during this period?  What type of life could they expect in the United States?

9)
What inventions were completed during this time period?  How did these inventions alter life in America?  How do they affect life today?

10)
Following Reconstruction, what social issues did the nation face?  

Additional Activities:

1)
Divide the class into two groups.  Tell the class that for the entire day, they must remain segregated from the other group.  Give one group many privileges, such as standing at the front of the line, being served lunch first, etc.  Afterwards, have a class discussion about segregation.  Have students from both groups share their feelings about the activity.

2)
Have a class discussion about immigration in the 19th century.  What kinds of opportunities were available to immigrants in the United States?  What types of jobs did immigrants usually find?  Where did they live?  Have students write journal entries from the viewpoint of an immigrant in the 19th century.

Related New Dimension Media Titles:

· African American History Series

· The Constitution Series

· American Civil War: The Causes and Consequences

· America’s Quest for Freedom Series

· Great Native American Nations Series

· Great Native American Leaders Series
FOR INFORMATION, OR TO ORDER CONTACT:
NEW DIMENSION MEDIA

A QUESTAR COMPANY

w w w . n d m q u e s t a r . c o m

680 N. Lake Shore Drive, Suite 900, Chicago, IL 60611

800.288.4456
TEACHER’S GUIDE

          Grades 5 to 12

Garfield, Arthur, Cleveland & Harrison

Our Presidents in America’s History Series

Subject Area:  Social Studies, U.S. History

Synopsis:  Highlights the Presidencies of James Garfield, Chester Arthur, Grover Cleveland, and Benjamin Harrison.  Discusses the assassination of James Garfield, reforms made by Chester Arthur, the social issues that dominated Grover Cleveland’s term in office, and the economic and foreign relations policies of Benjamin Harrison’s administration.

Learning Objectives:

Objective 1)
Students will be able to review James Garfield’s presidency and assassination.
Objective 2)
Students will be able to discuss reforms made by Chester Arthur, including the Pendleton Act.

Objective 3)
Students will be able to identify the social issues that dominated Grover Cleveland’s presidency, including industrial expansion, immigration, and poor labor conditions.

Objective 4)
Students will be able to review Benjamin Harrison’s presidency, including his activist foreign policy, the Silver Purchase Act, and the McKinley Tariff.

Objective 5)
Students will be able to describe how Native Americans were impacted by westward expansion.

Pre-Viewing Activities:

1)
On a map, point out lands held by Native Americans at the beginning of the Garfield Presidency.  Point out which of these lands had been lost by the end of Harrison’s Presidency.

2)
Vocabulary:  compromise candidate, mandate, presidential appointments, deranged, assassination, vigil, spoils system, corruption, reform, merit selection, clean government, outlandish, pilloried, industrial expansion, immigration, ghettoes, electoral college, homesteaders, frontier, tariff, foreign policy, statesman

Post-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
What issues consumed James Garfield’s time in office?  Who assassinated Garfield?  Why?  

2)
In what ways did Chester Arthur exceed everyone’s expectations as a president?  What acts of reform did he pass?  Why didn’t he seek a second term?

3)
What was the Pendleton Act?  How did the Pendleton Act affect the selection of government employees?

4)
Describe the 1884 Presidential election.  What personal issues were raised about the candidates?  Would these issues discourage you from voting for either of these candidates?

5)
What issues demanded Cleveland’s attention while in office?  What reforms did he make?

6)
What opportunities were available to immigrants in the United States?  What challenges did they face?

7)
How did Benjamin Harrison win the Presidential election?  How does the Electoral College work?  Is the Electoral College necessary?

8)
What actions did Harrison take in office?  Describe his financial policies.  What was Harrison’s vision for the Navy?  Why did he think a 2-ocean Navy was necessary?

Additional Activities:

1)
Discuss how Native Americans’ lives changed during this period in American history.  Include American encroachment on Indian lands, the Sioux wars, and Wounded Knee.  Have students write letters to Benjamin Harrison regarding the treatment of Native Americans.

2)
Discuss political campaigns:  why campaigns are necessary, mediums used by politicians to gain votes, tactics commonly used, etc.  If possible, bring some campaign posters or television advertisements from local elections to class.  Divide the class into groups of 4 or 5 students each.  Each group must create campaign slogans and posters for either Grover Cleveland or James G. Blaine.  Display students’ work and have a class discussion about effective campaign slogans and advertisements.

Related New Dimension Media Titles:

· African American History Series

· The Constitution Series

· American Civil War: The Causes and Consequences

· America’s Quest for Freedom Series

· Great Native American Nations Series

· Great Native American Leaders Series
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          Grades 5 to 12

Cleveland, McKinley & Theodore Roosevelt

Our Presidents in America’s History Series

Subject Area:  Social Studies, U.S. History

Synopsis:  Highlights the presidencies of Grover Cleveland, William McKinley, and Theodore Roosevelt.  Discusses Grover Cleveland’s response to workers on strike, the Spanish American War, and Theodore Roosevelt’s social reforms.

Learning Objectives:

Objective 1)
Students will be able to discuss the issues Grover Cleveland faced during his second term in office, including an economic crisis and labor strikes.
Objective 2)
Students will be able to explain the causes of the Spanish American War.
Objective 3)
Students will be able to discuss the economic and territorial growth of the United States during William McKinley’s term in office.
Objective 4)
Students will be able to discuss Theodore Roosevelt’s social reforms and explain how he shaped America’s expectations of the Presidency.
Pre-Viewing Activities:

1)
Discuss how the industrial revolution changed life in the United States.  Discuss urbanization, working conditions in factories and child labor.

2)
On a map, point out Cuba, Guam, Puerto Rico, the Philippines and Panama.

3)
Vocabulary:  non-consecutive terms, economic crisis, strike, activists, economic depression, Victorian life, opulence, global power, assassination, corruption, industrial, urban, mass production, social reform, inequality, tyranny, plutocracy

Post-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
How did Grover Cleveland handle striking railroad workers in Chicago?  How did this affect his popularity?

2)
Recount the events that led to American involvement in the Cuban revolt against Spanish rule.  What was the result of the Spanish American War?  

3)
What social problems accompanied industrialization?  How did Theodore Roosevelt deal with inequality in the nation?  How was his view on inequality different from his predecessors’?

4)
In what ways did Theodore Roosevelt change Americans’ expectations of the President?  How do you explain his popularity?

5)
What are some of Theodore Roosevelt’s nicknames?  What did he do to earn each nickname?

6)
What is the Panama Canal?  What was the benefit of building the canal?  How did ships reach the opposite side of the continent before the canal was built?

Additional Activities:

1)
Ask students to imagine that they are child factory workers at the turn of the century.  What is their daily schedule?  Remind them that doffers worked nearly 14 hours a day.  Have a class discussion about the work they do, their activities before and after work, how much money they make, where their money goes, etc.

2)
Bring in some newspaper editorials for students to read.  Explain that editorial writers share personal opinions about political or social issues.  Assign students to write editorials about an event mentioned in the program, such as Cleveland’s response to striking railroad workers, the Spanish American War or the building of the Panama Canal.

Related New Dimension Media Titles:

· African American History Series

· The Constitution Series

· American Civil War: The Causes and Consequences

· America’s Quest for Freedom Series

· Great Native American Nations Series

· Great Native American Leaders Series
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          Grades 5 to 12

Taft, Wilson, Harding, Coolidge & Hoover

Our Presidents in America’s History Series

Subject Area:  Social Studies, U.S. History

Synopsis:  Highlights the presidencies of William H. Taft, Woodrow Wilson, Warren G. Harding, Calvin Coolidge, and Herbert Hoover.  Discusses the creation of the Progressive Party; the 1912 Presidential election; American involvement in World War I; Woodrow Wilson’s 14-Point Peace Plan and the League of Nations; corruption in the Harding administration; the roaring twenties; the Stock Market Crash of 1929 and the Great Depression.

Learning Objectives:

Objective 1)
Students will be able to recall the events that led to the formation of the Progressive Party, and explain how the Progressive Party impacted the outcome of the Presidential election of 1912.

Objective 2)
Students will be able to discuss American involvement in World War I and explain Woodrow Wilson’s hopes to maintain peaceful international relations through his 14-Point Peace Plan and the League of Nations.

Objective 3)
Students will be able to discuss corruption in the Harding administration.

Objective 4)
Students will be able to describe the “roaring twenties”

Objective 5)
Students will be able to discuss the Stock Market Crash of 1929 and the Great Depression.

Pre-Viewing Activities:

1)
Explore students’ knowledge of the topics covered in the program by asking questions about each President in the program, World War I, the roaring twenties, and the Great Depression.
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Vocabulary:  successor, big business, monopolies, presidential nomination, Progressive Party, Supreme Court, neutral, Lusitania, pacifist, casualties, Treaty of Versailles, League of Nations, Red Scare, invalid, United Nations, demoralized, corruption, teapot dome scandal, conspiracy, laise-faire, jazz age, Ku Klux Klan, Prohibition, technocrat, stock market crash, Great Depression, breadlines, Hoovervilles

Post-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
How did the creation of the Progressive Party impact the outcome of the election of 1912?

2)
Why did the United States join World War I?  Did fighting in the war make the world safe for democracy?  What was Woodrow Wilson’s vision for international relations following WWI?

3)
What was the purpose of Wilson’s League of Nations?  Did the United States join the League of Nations?

4)
What positive changes did Warren G. Harding make during his Presidency?  What problems did he face with his administration?

5)
Describe the “roaring twenties”.  What expectations do you think Americans had for the nation’s economy and social issues?

6)
What did the Republican Party promise Americans in the election of 1928?  How did the Stock Market Crash of 1929 impact life in America?

Additional Activities:

1)
Hold mock elections for president involving two and three parties.  First outline the Democratic and Republican Party platforms and have students choose a party to join.  Each party must nominate a presidential candidate, who will give a speech to win classmates’ votes.  Hold an election and tally the votes for each candidate.  Next, introduce another party, such as the Progressive Party or the Green Party.  Again, have students choose a party and nominate a presidential candidate.  Hold another election and tally the votes.  Have a class discussion about how the addition of a third party changed the election.  Was one party divided with the addition of the third party?

2)
Read Woodrow Wilson’s 14-Point Peace Plan.  Discuss the plan and its ability to maintain peace.

3)
Assign students to interview someone who lived through the Great Depression.  Follow with taped presentations and class discussions. 

Related New Dimension Media Titles:

· African American History Series

· The Constitution Series

· America’s Quest for Freedom Series
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          Grades 5 to 12

Franklin D. Roosevelt

Our Presidents in America’s History Series

Subject Area: Social Studies, US History

Synopsis: Contrasting his famous speeches against fear with the crises of the Great Depression and his own crippling polio, we experience how this great President’s character, and that of his wife Eleanor, affected his era through WWII. Moving documentary footage, crisply edited, creates an experience of history both sweeping and personal.

Learning Objectives:

Objective 1)
Students should be able to discuss the Great Depression and the steps taken by Roosevelt to remedy it during the first 100 days of his presidency.

Objective 2)
Students should be able to analyze the method used by President Roosevelt to keep the American public informed, as well its impact on the American people.

Objective 3)
Students should be able to detail America’s role in World War II before and after Pearl Harbor.

Objective 4)
Students should be able to compare the responsibilities of women in America before and during World War II.

Objective 5)
Students should be able to demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of Eleanor Roosevelt’s impact as First Lady, and discuss the roles of other first ladies.

Pre-viewing Discussion or Activities:

1)
Define invalid, Prohibition, parched, privileged, stricken, and destitute.

2)
Locate Europe, England, Russia, Japan, Italy, and Germany, northern Africa and Pearl Harbor on a map. Point out the countries that were the Allies and those that were the Axis.

3)
Discuss the Great Depression, polio then and now, the power of public speaking, and the concept of appeals or “rallying calls.” Have students brainstorm and give examples of “rallying calls” throughout history as well as the meaning and reason for each. Instruct students to listen for Roosevelt’s memorable rallying calls and stirring words.

Post-Viewing Discussion:

1)
During the first 100 days of his term, President Roosevelt took bold and creative measures to change the depressed economic situation in the United States. What were some of these daring acts? How did these changes help to improve the economy? How did they affect the American spirit? What were the stirring words used by FDR to give courage to Americans and restore their faith in America?

2)
President Roosevelt felt strongly about speaking “personally” and on a regular basis directly to the American people in order to keep them well informed. How did he accomplish this? Why do you think this was so important to FDR as well as the American people? How does our current president keep the public informed?

3)
How did the United States first respond to the war in Europe? What act of aggression caused President Roosevelt to declare war on Japan and bring America into World War II? What were the famous words he spoke telling the American people that we were entering the War?

4)
How did the traditional role of women change during World War II?

5)
Why was Eleanor Roosevelt’s role as First Lady so important to FDR? What impact did she have on the American people? How did her actions affect the role of women in America, especially during World War II? In what ways have other first ladies been influential? What role does our current First Lady play in the American political scene?

Additional Activities:

1)
In 1921, Franklin Roosevelt became ill with infantile paralysis (polio). He was never able to walk again. Cast yourself in the role of FDR. You want to run for president, but you know that the American people are unlikely to elect a disabled person to the highest office in the land. Would you—as Roosevelt did—attempt to hide your disability, never allowing yourself to be photographed in a wheelchair? Or would you be open about your paralyzed condition, hoping to teach the American people that your inability to walk won’t stop you from becoming a great president?

Related New Dimension Media Titles:

· Early Americans in History Series

· The Constitution Series

· Great Campaigns of the Civil War Series

· The American Civil War: Causes & Consequences
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          Grades 5 to 12

Truman, Eisenhower & Kennedy

Our Presidents in America’s History Series

Subject Area:  Social Studies, U.S. History

Synopsis:  Highlights the presidencies of Harry Truman, Dwight D. Eisenhower, and John F. Kennedy.  Discusses the use of the atomic bomb in Japan to end World War II, the Cold War, the Truman Doctrine, the Korean War, the Eisenhower Doctrine, the Space Race, the civil rights movement, the Bay of Pigs fiasco, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the assassination of John F. Kennedy.

Learning Objectives:

Objective 1)
Students will be able to discuss the major events of Harry Truman’s presidency, including the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the spread of communism, and the Korean War.

Objective 2)
Students will be able to describe the growing tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union during the Eisenhower administration.

Objective 3)
Students will be able to discuss the major events of John F. Kennedy’s presidency, including the Space Race, the civil rights movement, the Bay of Pigs fiasco, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and his assassination in 1963.

Objective 4)
Students will be able to explain the Truman and Eisenhower Doctrines, which asserted US rights to use force to defend countries threatened by communist expansion.

Pre-Viewing Activities:

1)
Have a class discussion about communism and how it differs from democracy.  On a map, point out the Communist nations in the world at the end of World War II.  Also point out the countries into which communism was spreading, including Korea and Vietnam.
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Vocabulary:  atomic bomb, communism, expansionism, optimistic, Cold War, tranquility, suburbs, Arms Race, nuclear weapons, covert operations, Sputnik, debate, space race, civil rights movement, Bay of Pigs, assassination

Post-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
Why was the atomic bomb used in Hiroshima and Nagasaki?  How many people died in these bombings? (152,000) In Truman’s position, would you make the same choice?  How has the technology of nuclear weapons impacted how wars are fought?

2)
Explain the Truman Doctrine.  Why was communism a threat to the United States?  What conflicts did the United States become involved in to prevent the spread of communism?

3)
Why did Truman fire General Douglass McArthur?  Was this a popular decision at the time?

4)
How did Dwight D. Eisenhower plan to achieve peace?  Explain the Eisenhower Doctrine.

5)
How did John F. Kennedy’s poise on television help him win the Presidential election?  What is the role of television in elections?  How might television impact viewers’ decisions?

6)
What characteristics of John F. Kennedy inspired the nation?  What types of programs did he focus on while in office?  

7)
Explain the Bay of Pigs fiasco.  Why did Kennedy order an invasion of Cuba by anti-Castro exiles?

Additional Activities:

1)
Discuss the history of discrimination in the United States, the Civil Rights Movement, and the contributions of Martin Luther King, Jr.  How is life in America today different from in Martin Luther King Jr.’s time?  What types of discrimination do you see today?  If possible, review King’s “I Have a Dream” Speech.  Have students write their own speech addressing a social problem, starting with the sentence “I have a dream.”

2)
Have a class discussion about communism today.  Point out communist nations on a map.  Discuss how communist governments function, the benefits and drawbacks to communism, and life in communist countries.  Have students write about how their lives would be different if they lived under communism.

Related New Dimension Media Titles:

· The Moon Race: US vs. USSR

· African American History Series

· The Constitution Series

· America’s Quest for Freedom Series

· Portraits of American Presidents Series
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          Grades 5 to 12

L.B. Johnson, Nixon & Ford

Our Presidents in America’s History Series

Subject Area:  Social Studies, U.S. History

Synopsis: Chronicles the presidencies of Lyndon B. Johnson, Richard Nixon, and Gerald Ford.  Discusses Lyndon B. Johnson’s commitment to civil rights and other domestic issues; the Vietnam War; anti-war demonstrations; the Watergate scandal; and expanding relations with the Soviet Union.

Learning Objectives:

Objective 1)
Students will be able to discuss the social issues in the United States during the Johnson presidency, including discrimination, cultural upheaval, and strong anti-war sentiments from many Americans.

Objective 2)
Students will be able to review the events of the Watergate Scandal, which led to Richard Nixon’s resignation.

Objective 3)
Students will be able to discuss the expansion of US relations with China and the Soviet Union following the Vietnam War.

Pre-Viewing Activities:

1)
Explore students’ knowledge of the Vietnam War.  Why was Vietnam at war?  Why did the United States become involved?

2)
Vocabulary:  civil rights, anti-war demonstrations, upheaval, assassination, mayhem, nuclear arms, communism, Watergate, pardon, evacuate, foreign relations, bicentennial

Post-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
How did Lyndon B. Johnson’s programs differ from John F. Kennedy’s?  To what domestic issues did Johnson devote his energies?  

2)
Why did the United States become involved in the Vietnam War?  How many Americans were fighting in Vietnam by 1968? (1/2 million)   Why were many Americans opposed to the war?  How do you think television coverage of the Vietnam War affected public opinions of the war?  Under what circumstances do you think the United States should become involved in conflicts in foreign countries?

3)
What kinds of setbacks did Richard Nixon encounter on the way to the Presidency?  

4)
Explain the Watergate Affair.  Why did members of Nixon’s reelection team burglarize the Democratic headquarters at the Watergate building?  How did Nixon first respond to the affair?  Why did he eventually resign?

5)
What challenges did Gerald Ford face when he took office?  Why do you think Ford pardoned Richard Nixon?  Was this a good decision?

6)
After the Vietnam War, what steps did Gerald Ford take to improve relations with the Soviet Union?

Additional Activities:

1)
Bring some political cartoons to class for students to see.  Hold a class discussion about political cartoons and their purposes.  Have students draw a political cartoon about one of the events mentioned in the program.

2)
Divide the class into two groups.  Tell the class that for the entire day, they must remain segregated from the other group.  Give one group many privileges, such as standing at the front of the line, being served lunch first, etc.  Afterwards, have a class discussion about segregation and students’ feelings about being segregated.  Lyndon B. Johnson warned that America was moving toward two societies:  one Black, one White, separate but unequal.  In what ways were Blacks and Whites unequal?  How could the situation be rectified?

Related New Dimension Media Titles:

· African American History Series

· The Constitution Series

· America’s Quest for Freedom Series

· Neil Armstrong Walks on the Moon

· The Space Race: US vs. USSR

· Portraits of American Presidents
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          Grades 5 to 12

Carter, Reagan & G. H. W. Bush

Our Presidents in America’s History Series

Subject Area:  Social Studies, US History

Synopsis:  Chronicles the presidencies of Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, and George H. W. Bush.  Discusses the Iran Hostage Crisis, the Cold War, the Iran Contra Scandal, Reagan’s economic policies, the Persian Gulf War, the fall of the Berlin Wall, the collapse of the Soviet Union, and the Los Angeles riots of 1992.

Learning Objectives:

Objective 1)
Students will be able to discuss the major events of Jimmy Carter’s presidency, including the Camp David Peace Accord and the Iran Hostage Crisis.

Objective 2)
Students will be able to describe Ronald Reagan’s view of America’s role of promoting freedom and democracy in the world, and discuss his economic policies.

Objective 3)
Students will be able to discuss the major events of George H.W. Bush’s presidency, including the Persian Gulf War, the fall of the Berlin Wall, the collapse of the Soviet Union, and the Los Angeles riots of 1992.

Pre-Viewing Activities:

1)
Explore students’ knowledge of the Cold War.  What was the cause of tension between the United States and the Soviet Union?

2)
Vocabulary:  tax reform, civil service reform, Camp David Peace Accord, Muslim extremists, hostage, terrorism, blackmail, restraint, human rights, economic growth, stock market, arms reductions, Iran Contra Scandal, deficit, foreign affairs, personal diplomacy, recession, riots.

Post-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
What types of programs did Jimmy Carter focus on during his term in office?  What was his major accomplishment?

2)
How long did the Iran Hostage Crisis last?  How did Carter respond to the Crisis?  Was his response popular?  Why was it important that the US not yield to terrorism or blackmail?

3)
What was Reagan’s view of America’s role in the world?  Does the United States have a responsibility to the rest of the world?

4)
What was the Iran Contra Scandal?  Why did the Reagan administration secretly sell weapons to Iran?

5)
What was Bush’s purpose for going to war with Iraq in the Persian Gulf War?

6)
What events signaled the end of the Cold War?  What challenges would Germany face following the fall of the Berlin Wall?  What challenges would the former Soviet Union face after the collapse of their government?  

7)
In what ways have the demands of the Presidency increased over time?  Are the demands of the Presidency too much for one person to handle?

Additional Activities:

1)
Read excerpts from the diary Robert C. Ode wrote during his captivity during the Iran Hostage Crisis.  Excerpts of his diary are available at www.jimmycarterlibrary.org.

2)
Divide students into groups to research the following:  The Camp David Peace Accord, the Iran Contra Scandal, the Challenger explosion, the Persian Gulf War, the Berlin Wall, the collapse of the Soviet Union, and the Los Angeles riots of 1992.  After providing students adequate time to research their subjects, have them present their findings to the class.

Related New Dimension Media Titles:

· African American History Series

· The Constitution Series

· America’s Quest for Freedom Series

· Portraits of American Presidents Series
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          Grades 5 to 12

Clinton & G. W. Bush

Our Presidents in America’s History Series

Subject Area:  Social Studies, US History

Synopsis:  Highlights the presidencies of Bill Clinton and George W. Bush.  Discusses Clinton’s attempts to create and expand social programs, and the scandals that undermined his presidency.  Explains how George W. Bush was elected, despite winning fewer popular votes than his opponent, and how the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 presented new challenges to the presidency: to defeat terrorism and respect international opinion without weakening the rights or security of U.S. citizens.

Learning Objectives:

Objective 1)
Students will be able to discuss Bill Clinton’s social policies and programs, as well as the scandals that undermined his presidency and led to his impeachment.

Objective 2)
Students will be able to explain how George W. Bush won the presidential election in 2000, despite winning fewer popular votes than his opponent, Al Gore.

Objective 3)
Students will be able to recall the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 and the War on Terrorism.

Objective 4)
Students will be able to discuss the challenges the President must face because of September 11th, including protecting both the security and civil rights of American citizens.

Pre-Viewing Activities:

1)
Explore students’ previous knowledge about Bill Clinton, George Bush, the impeachment  of Bill Clinton, the September 11th terrorist attacks, and the War on Terrorism.

2)
Vocabulary:  deficit, Whitewater Affair, perjury, obstruction of justice, impeach, popular votes, Taliban 

Post-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
What social issues did Bill Clinton focus on during his presidency?  

2)
What scandals arose in Clinton’s presidency?  Why was Bill Clinton impeached?  Do you believe Clinton’s offenses deserved impeachment?  Why or why not?  Is it important for the American public to know about a president’s personal life?  

3)
How did George Bush win the 2000 Presidential election?  Why was the election controversial?  

4)
What happened on September 11, 2001?  How did these attacks affect the United States?  Why was the war in Afghanistan the first in the war on terrorism?  

5)
What challenges does the President face in the war on terrorism?  Why is it necessary to respect international opinion in the war on terrorism?  In what ways is it challenging to protect both the security and rights of Americans?  Which do you personally believe is more important: security or civil rights?

6)
Herbert Hoover said, “The presidency must be a symbol of American ideals.”  In what ways is the presidency a symbol of American ideals?

Additional Activities:

1)
Divide students into groups to research the following:  the Whitewater affair, the electoral college, the September 11th terrorist attacks, the Taliban, and Osama Bin Laden.  After providing students with adequate time to research their subjects, have them present their findings to the class.  

2)
Ask students to report what they value most: security or civil rights.  How did learning about these topics in greater detail affect their opinions?

Related New Dimension Media Titles:

· The Constitution Series

· America’s Quest for Freedom Series

· Portraits of American Presidents Series
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