MAMMOTH CAVE

Outline of Field Trip

Length:
1 hour

Grade Level:
upper elementary, middle, and high school

Part 1
Frozen Niagara Tour

Topics Covered:
How caves are formed over time by water


Stalactites and stalagmites


Colors in cave: red from iron, green from algae


Student Questions and Interviews

Part 2
History and Geology of Cave ‑‑ Historic Tour

Topics Covered: 
Use of saltpeter in War of 1812 


Shakespearean Actor tries acoustics (1870s) 



Early lighting ‑ lanterns, candles, cane torches 


Prehistoric Indians 


Mammoth Cave used as TB hospital (1800s) 


Stephen Bishop, early guide, crosses bottomless pit and squeezes through 



“Fat Man's Misery”


Student Questions and Interviews

Part 3
Cave Animals and Echo River Tour

Topics Covered:
Eyeless fish


Crayfish


Kentucky cave shrimp


Adaptations to cave environment


Student Questions and Interviews

Part 4
Land and Water Above Cave

Topics Covered:
Rock formations of limestone and sandstone


Sinkholes


Sinking creeks


Dairy farmer protects caves from pollution


Protecting above ground water sources


Students Questions and Interviews

Part 5
Park Service Careers


Topics Covered: Brief look at jobs at Mammoth Cave
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MAMMOTH CAVE

Tips for Using on Tape:

1. Preview entire program

2. Use in segments, particularly with younger students

3. Introduce vocabulary words.

4. Stop tape at any time students need clarification or want to discuss topics

5. Follow journey on map in Mammoth Cave brochure.

For links to more information on Mammoth Cave

see: <http://www.ket.org/trips/cave>

