TEACHER’S GUIDE

          Grades 3 to 8

Cheyenne: Indians of the Plains

Great Native American Nations Series

Subject Areas: Social Studies, U.S. History, Native American Studies, Multicultural Studies

Synopsis:  Examines the culture of the Cheyenne Indians and their struggle to maintain their freedom and way of life during the tide of westward expansion.  Discusses the leadership of Chief Black Kettle and his efforts to live peacefully with white settlers in the face of hostility from the U.S. Army.  Documents the tragic loss experienced by the Cheyenne in the Sand Creek Massacre and the further decline of their culture as their land was opened up for settlement and they were forced to move to reservations.

Learning Objectives: 

Objective 1) Students will be able to describe Cheyenne life before westward expansion, including their villages, warrior societies, ceremonies, religious beliefs, and dependence on the Bison.

Objective 2) Students will be able to discuss the encroachment of white settlers on Cheyenne land following the Civil War and the establishment of the Colorado territory.

Objective 3) Students will be able to describe the war led by John Evans and Col. John Shivington against the Cheyenne and Cheyenne Chief Black Kettle’s peaceful reaction to it.

Objective 4) Students will be able to summarize the events of the Sand Creek Massacre in 1864 as well as the reactions of both Native Americans and the American public.

Objective 5) Students will be able to discuss the war that followed the Sand Creek Massacre which ended in an attack on Black Kettle’s settlement and the relocation of the Cheyenne to a reservation in Western Indian territory.

Objective 6) Students will learn about the life of George Catlin and be able to discuss how he preserved Native American culture in his paintings.

Pre-Viewing Activities:

1)
Define:  plains, teepee, bison, hides, supernatural, ceremonies, rites, potters, raiding, warriors, ritual, settlement, submission, reservation, massacre, ravaged, settlers, alliance, settlement, territory, peaceful resistance.

2)
Discuss the physical features and climate of the high plains.  

Post-Viewing Discussion:

1)
Describe Cheyenne life before westward expansion.  In what specific ways did life change for the Cheyenne when White settlers arrived?

2)
What was the special significance of the bison in Cheyenne culture and religion?  What happened to the buffalo population when White settlers moved to the Plains area?  Compare the Cheyenne tribe’s use of the buffalo with that of the settlers.  How did the over-hunting of buffalo affect the Cheyenne way of life?

3)
What did the U.S. government want to do with the land held by the Cheyenne?  How did the government plan to open the land up for settlement?

4)
How would you characterize Black Kettle’s perception of the United States and White settlers?  How would you characterize Col. John Shivington’s view of Native Americans?  What events could have shaped theses leaders’ opinions of their neighboring cultures?

5)
What was the Sand Creek Massacre?  Under what conditions did Black Kettle lead his people to Sand Creek?  What was the response of the American public to the massacre?  The Native American response?  How did the actions of the Indian alliance over the three years following the massacre influence White Americans’ perception of Native Americans?

6)
What is peaceful resistance?  How did Black Kettle demonstrate peaceful resistance in his interactions with the U.S. government?  Was Black Kettle’s use of peaceful resistance successful?  Why or why not?

7)
After Col. George A. Custer attacked Black Kettle’s settlement, where were the Cheyenne taken?  In what ways do you think Cheyenne life changed when they moved to a reservation? 

Additional Activities:

1)
Visit http://artcyclopedia.com/artists/catlin_george.html, which contains links to various gallery websites with George Catlin’s paintings.   Discuss Catlin’s paintings as a class and guide students through a discussion of how his work has preserved Native American cultures.

2)
Investigate the grassland biome or the High Plains by studying the plants and animals of the area.  Assign individuals to research a particular species and report their findings about their species’ link in the food chain.  As a class, chart a food web that shows how each species is linked.  Also discuss the niche of both the American Bison and the Native Americans in the area before westward expansion.  The following website contains helpful information about biomes: http://mbgnet.mobot.org.

Related New Dimension Media, A Questar Company, Video Titles:

· Great Native American Leaders Series

· Native Americans Before Columbus Series

· More than Bows and Arrows

· Legacy of the Mound Builders

· Mesa Verde National Park
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