TEACHER’S GUIDE

         

 Grades 3 to 8

Geronimo and the Apache Indians

Great Native American Leaders Series

Subject areas:  Social Studies, US History, Native American Studies, Multicultural Studies

Synopsis:  Depicts Geronimo’s determination to resist defeat by the U.S. and Mexican armies and guide his people to freedom on their traditional lands.  Chronicles Geronimo’s escapes from the San Carlos Reservation and the pursuits of the U.S. Army until his final surrender in 1886.  Discusses the fate of the Chiricahua Apache after the surrender as well as Geronimo’s lifelong commitment to obtaining freedom and a homeland for his people.

Learning Objectives: 

Objective 1)
Students will be able to describe Chiricahua Apache life in the tribe’s native land before they were pressed onto reservations by the United States government.

Objective 2)
Students will be able to document the life of Geronimo, the events that thrust him into leadership and his lifelong commitment to the freedom of his people.  Students will also be able to explain how Geronimo embodied the essence of Apache values.

Objective 3)
Students will be able to discuss the U.S. policy of relocating Native Americans to reservations and how this policy impacted the Chiricahua Apache.

Objective 4)
Students will be able to describe conditions on the San Carlos Apache reservation and explain why the Chiricahua did not want to live there.

Objective 5)
Students will be able to chronicle Geronimo’s escapes from San Carlos and his evasion of the U.S. Army.

Objective 6)
Students will be able to outline the terms of Geronimo’s final surrender.

Objective 7)
Students will learn about the Chiricahua Apaches’ exile in Florida and their time as prisoners of war in Fort Sill, Oklahoma.  Students will also be able to discuss Geronimo’s ongoing efforts to obtain a homeland for his people.

Pre-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
Define: subdue, medicine man, warrior, bounty hunter, reservation, fled, posse, arrest, border, stronghold, telegraph, surrender, travoy, humiliated, successor, truce, escape, mystical, dispatched, exile and homeland.

2)
Locate southern Arizona and New Mexico on a map.  Discuss the climate, weather and geographical characteristics of the area.

Post-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
What was Geronimo’s role in the Chiricahua Apache tribe?  What events in his life prepared him to lead his people?  What inspired him to lead battles against the Mexicans?  How would you describe Geronimo’s fight against the Mexicans?  Against the Americans?

2)
What land did Cochise and Geronimo agree to accept as the Chiricahua reservation?  Did the U.S. Government keep their agreement with the Chiricahua concerning their reservation?  Why did the U.S. Government want to move all of the Apache to San Carlos?  What was the problem with this plan?

3)
Why did the Chiricahua refuse to move to the San Carlos Reservation?  Where did they go instead?  What was the U.S. Government’s response to this?  How did John Clum finally relocate the Chiricahua?

4)
Where did Geronimo and his people escape to after being forced to move to San Carlos?  How long did they remain free?  Who pursued them at this time?  Why did Geronimo decide to surrender?  What happened to the Chiricahua after this surrender?

5)
Describe the conditions of San Carlos.  What type of work were the Chiricahua expected to do in San Carlos?  What type of work did they do in their traditional homeland?  Why were the Chiricahua unhappy in this land?

6)
How did Geronimo and his followers avoid capture by both the U.S. Army and the Mexican Army for so long?  In what ways were they better equipped to survive in the mountains of Mexico than their pursuers? 

7)
After Geronimo’s surrender, where were the Chiricahua men taken?  Where were the Chiricahua women and children taken?  Where were many of the children taken?  Why were the children taken to the Carlisle Indian School?  How long did the Chiricahua remain in Florida?  Where were they sent after Florida?

8)
Why do you think President Roosevelt invited Geronimo to participate in his inaugural parade?  What message did this action send to the American people?  To Native Americans?  What did Geronimo ask of President Roosevelt?  Why might this request have been denied?

Additional Activities:

1)
Have students write a persuasive letter from Geronimo to President Roosevelt requesting a homeland for the Chircahua Apache.

2)
On a map, retrace Geronimo’s movements from the Chiricahua homeland in southern Arizona and New Mexico near the Chiricahua Mountains to the Warm Springs Apache reservation, the San Carlos reservation, Mexico, the San Carlos reservation, Mexico, Los Embudos Canyon, Skeleton Canyon, Fort Bowie, Fort Marion and Fort Pickens in Florida and Fort Sill in Oklahoma.  Review the important events that happened in each location.

Related New Dimension Media Titles:

· Great Native American Nations Series

· Native Americans Before Columbus Series

· More than Bows and Arrows

· Legacy of the Mound Builders

· Mesa Verde National Park
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