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Electronic Field Trip to a Horse Farm

Introduction

KET’s Electronic Field Trip to a Horse Farm gives city, town, and suburban students a rare opportunity—the chance to see the inner workings of a horse farm. 

First produced live in May 1996, this hour-long visit to Margaux Stud Farm in Woodford County, Kentucky explores a variety of topics related to horse farming. Viewers learn how the geography of Kentucky’s Bluegrass region makes it an ideal environment for raising horses and what happens during a typical day at Margaux Stud. Other subjects addressed during the program include veterinary care, foaling, horse training, shoeing horses, and raising crops and other livestock on the farm.

Host Kim Gray of the U.K. College of Agriculture and co-host and colleague Craig Wood are joined by several guests including a large-animal veterinarian; a farrier; and Steve Johnson, the owner of Margaux Stud. Throughout the program, both the hosts and their guests take time out to answer questions Kentucky students submitted prior to the live broadcast.

Using This Guide

This guide is intended to complement and supplement the information provided in Electronic Field Trip to a Horse Farm. Please feel free to reproduce the materials for your students. The guide includes the following items:

1. Labeled illustrations of horse anatomy, saddles, and bridles

2. A glossary of terms associated with horses

3. A description of 13 common horse breeds plus photographs of the horses

4. Activities based on the information provided in these materials and on the program

5. A bibliography of books about horses

6. A list of World-Wide Web sites on horses and horsemanship

7. A list of national organizations related to horses
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Anatomy of a Horse
The illustration on this page is reprinted courtesy of the Kentucky Horse Park.
	Key

	1. forelock

2. forehead

3. nose

4. nostril

5. muzzle

6. jaw

7. cheek

8. poll

9. crest

10. neck

11. throatlatch

12. point of shoulder

13. chest
	14. shoulder

15. upper arm

16. forearm

17. knee

18. cannon

19. fetlock joint

20. pastern

21. coronet

22. hoof

23. withers

24. back

25. ribs

26. elbow
	27. belly

28. flank

29. coupling

30. loin

31. point of hip

32. croup

33. thigh

34. point of buttock

35. stifle

36. gaskin

37. hock

38. chestnut or callosity

39. tail


Diagram of Saddle

The poem “Saddle” is reprinted from the Spring 1996 issue of USPC News with permission of The United States Pony Club. The illustrations on this page are reprinted courtesy of the Kentucky Horse Park.

	Key

	1. pommel

2. skirt

3. flap

4. seat

5. cantle

6. panel

7. flap
	8. point pocket

9. point pocket

10. buckle guard

11. girth straps

12. seat

13. cantle
	14. skirt

15. fender

16. tapadero and stirrup

17. cinch strap

18. cinch

19. horn


Saddle

The saddle is very different, you see.

We’ll start at the front with the pommel and seat.

The cantle’s behind you when you are sitting.

Then, there’s the gullet, skirt, and D-ring fitting.

If you don’t check the billets and girth before mounting,

You might end up sitting on the ground pouting!

Also, pay attention to stirrup irons, leathers, and bars,

And you and your horse can travel quite far.


Ellen Whitten, Yazoo Pony Club

Sumner, Mississippi

Diagram of Bridle

The poem “Bridle” is reprinted from the Spring 1996 issue of USPC News with permission of The United States Pony Club. The illustrations on this page are reprinted courtesy of the Kentucky Horse Park.

	Key

	1. browband

2. noseband

3. bit

4. headstall

5. throatlatch

6. cheekpiece

7. rein
	8. straight bar snaffle

9. browband

10. cheekpiece

11. noseband

12. headstall

13. throatlatch

14. Bridoon sliphead
	15. Bridoon rein

16. curb chain

17. lip strap

18. curb rein

19. Weymouth & Bridoon bit


Bridle

The bridle goes into the head of your horse,

The reins are used to “steer” him of course!

Then into his mouth the bit will go.

Attached to it are the cheekpieces, you know.

Next comes the crown piece over his poll.

The cavesson and noseband help give you control.

The throatlatch goes under his throat, not too tight!

With your bridle, you can ride your horse day or night.


Ellen Whitten, Yazoo Pony Club

Sumner, Mississippi

This glossary was provided courtesy of the Kentucky Horse Park.

Glossary of Horse Terms

bald face—a white face, including the eyes and nostrils, or a portion thereof

balk—refuse to go

billets—loops for securing the loose end of a buckled strap, such as the girth strap placed around the horse’s belly to hold the saddle on

blacksmith—a person who uses special tools to make things out of iron, like horseshoes

blaze—a large white streak down a horse’s face

blinker—an attachment to the bridle or hood, designed to restrict the horse’s vision from the side and rear

blood-horse—a pedigreed horse. To most, the term is synonymous with Thoroughbred

bolting—when a horse gets the bit between his teeth and gallops out of control

breaking—getting a horse used to a saddle and rider

bridle—the headgear by which a horse is controlled

broodmare—an adult female horse kept for breeding

broomtail—a wild and untrained Western range horse

bucking—when a horse kicks out with both hind legs

canter—a smooth, three-beat gait a little slower than the gallop

cavalry—soldiers mounted on horses

colt—a young male horse under three years of age

conformation—body shape or form

cool out—to cause a horse to move about quietly after heavy exercise

crop—a small riding whip

curry—to groom or clean a horse

dam—the mother of a horse

dapple—small spots or patches contrasting in color with the background

double-gaited—a horse that can both trot and pace with good speed

draught horse—a heavy horse used for pulling heavy loads

driver—a professional who drives Standardbred horses

equestrian—one who rides horseback

equine—all members of the horse family including zebras and donkeys

farrier—a horseshoer

filly—a young female horse three years of age and under; in Thoroughbreds, this includes four-year-olds

foal—a young, unweaned horse of either sex

furlong—a racing distance of 1/8 mile or 201.17 meters

gait—a particular way of going, which is characterized by a distinctive rhythmic movement of the feet and legs, such as the walk, trot, canter, or gallop

gallop—to run very fast in long strides

gee—a teamster’s term signaling a turn to the right

gelding—a neutered male horse

get—offspring

girth—strap or webbing that holds the saddle in place

groom—to clean, brush, and take care of a horse; also the person who takes care of a race horse

hack—a horse used for riding at an ordinary gait

halter—a set of straps placed around a horse’s head and used for leading or tying up

hand—a unit of measure used to describe a horse’s height at the withers; one hand equals four inches (10 centimeters)

haw—a teamster’s term signaling a turn to the left

head shank—a line attached to the halter used to lead a horse

hitch—to attach or fasten a horse to a rail or vehicle

hobbles—straps and/or weights that encircle the front legs of a horse to prevent it from roaming too far when grazing; they are also used to keep a Standardbred pacer on-stride when races

jockey—a professional rider of Thoroughbred horses in races

lunge line—a long rope used for training

mare—a mature female horse

near side—the left side of a horse

neigh—the loud, prolonged call of a horse

off side—the right side of a horse

outlaw—a horse that cannot be broken

paddock—a small, fenced-in area for horses

place—to finish second in a race

point—the team in back of the leaders in an eight-horse hitch

post—the starting point of a race; also a rider rising and falling in rhythm with the horse’s trot

rack—a fast, flashy, four-beat gait

rear—to rise up on the hind legs

rein—narrow strap attached to a horse’s bit and held in the rider’s hand

shying—a sudden sideways movement of a horse due to fright

sire—the father of a horse

snaffle bit—has a single straight or jointed mouthpiece (bar). It is the most widely used.

socks—white leg markings on a horse

spurs—artificial aid worn over the boot to aid in riding

stall—a space or compartment used to confine a horse

stallion—a mature male horse

star—a small white patch on a horse’s forehead

stirrup—loop that holds the rider’s foot

stride—the distance covered by one foot when in motion

stud—a male horse kept for breeding

tack—equipment used in riding and driving

trot—a natural, rapid two-beat diagonal gait

whinnying—the horse’s sound that denotes happiness or the anticipation of pleasure

whoa—command to stop

wrangling—rounding up range horses

yearling—a horse between one and two years old

“Meet the Breeds” and the photographs included in this guide were provided courtesy of the Kentucky Horse Park and the International Museum of the Horse.
Meet the Breeds

There are more than 180 different breeds of horses. Bred for specific uses, each breed has a distinct conformation and unique characteristics. Here are a few representative breeds. See if you can match the pictures on the following pages with the breed descriptions below.

American Saddle Horse

A native Kentucky breed, its gaits have dynamic action and its body is carried rigidly erect.

Appaloosa

The spotted horse of the Nez Perce Native Americans.

Arabian

An elegant horse with wide set prominent eyes, a dished forehead, and a long, arched neck.

Belgian

A gentle giant with large head; short feathered, muscular legs; and large feet with minimum feather. It can reach 2400 pounds.

Clydesdale

This giant has abundant fine leg feathers and splashes of white on the face and lower legs. The face is broad and straight and the neck long and arched.

Lipizzaner

Light gray to white stallions are the only horses used by the Spanish Riding School in Vienna, Austria. The Lipizzaner has a relatively large head and dark, expressive eyes.

Morgan

The elegant and versatile Morgan has a small head, short arched neck, and short legs.


Percheron

Standing up to 17 hands, it appears in only gray or black. It has a refined head with a thick neck and little if any feather.

Quarter Horse

It has substantial muscle, a short back and head, and high muscular quarters.

Shire

Largest of the British draft horses, it has large, wide-set eyes, a convex “Roman” nose, long legs, and considerable feather about the feet.

Standardbred

The fastest harness horse with a longer body and shorter legs than the Thoroughbred.

Suffolk Punch

The only British Draft Horse without leg feathers. It has a compact, powerful appearance and is always chestnut in color with white markings.

Thoroughbred

Noted for its racing speed, it is sleek and elegant with a refined head, an arched neck, and long legs.

Breeds

Breeds

Breeds

Reprinted from the Spring 1996 issue of USPC News with permission of The United States Pony Club.
Double Meanings

1. What color horse is like a big window?


2. What part of a horse can also be an 
object worn by royalty?


3. What part of a horse might be found roasting on an open fire at Christmas?


4. Which bone is a big gun?


5. What word describes both caring for a horse and a spice from India?


6. Which part of the horse is like a questionnaire to find public opinion?


7. Which part of the horse is like trying to stop a yawn?


8. Which gait is an old-time singer?


9. What kind of bedding is like a man’s everyday grooming chore?


10. Which feed is like an expression used to get someone’s attention?


11. What gait is like a wooden contraption for drying clothes?


12. Which marking is like a line on the highway?


13. Which part of the horse is like a plant drying up?


14. Which part of you measures the height of a horse?


15. Which fruit is the stall mucker’s enemy?


16. How is the mother of a horse like something built by a beaver?


17. How does a flat tire resemble a certain wound?


18. How is a part of a riding session like a runner’s first few minutes?


19. How does a horse say no?


20. By changing one letter, how could a baby horse describe a temperature?


21. By changing one letter, how could a baby horse be foolish?


22. What bad behavior is like a male deer?


23. What country-western singer attaches to a saddle’s billets?


24. What part of a fence is a riding skill?


25. What part of a fence describes the way a horse is traveling?

Key to “Meet the Breeds” and
“Double Meanings”

Breeds

1. Arabian

2. Belgian

3. Appaloosa

4. Clydesdale

5. Morgan

6. Lipizzaner

7. Percheron

8. Quarter Horse

9. Shire

10. Standardbred

11. Shire

12. Suffolk Punch

13. Thoroughbred


Double Meanings

1. bay

2. coronet

3. chestnut

4. cannon 

5. curry

6. poll

7. stifle (part of back leg)

8. canter (Eddie Cantor)

9. shavings

10. hay (hey)

11. rack

12. stripe

13. withers (withers)

14. hand

15. apple (slang for manure)

16. dam

17. puncture

18. warm-up

19. nay (neigh)

20. cold-colt

21. foal-fool

22. buck

23. Girth Brooks

24. post

25. gate (gait)

Books About the Horse

Fiction

Adams, Samuel Hopkins, The Pony Express
Alexander, Holmes, Between the Stirrup and the Ground

Anderson, C.W., A Filly for Joan (plus other titles)
Bagnold, E., National Velvet
Beatty, Patricia, I Want My Sunday, Stranger

Brown, Fern, Hard Luck Horse (also Jockey—or Else and You’re Somebody Special on a Horse)
Doty, Kathleen, Can I Get There by Candlelight? (also The Crumb, If Wishes Were Horses, 

Dark Horse, The Valley of the Ponies, and Winter Pony)

Farley, Walter, The Black Stallion (also The Blood Bay Colt, Man o’War, The Horse Tamer, Son of 
Black Stallion, and The Island Stallion)

Gates, Doris, Little Vic (also A Morgan for Melissa)

Hall, Lynn, Ride a Wild Dream (also Danza, Captain, Canada’s Flying Horse, The Horse Trader, 
The Something Special Horse, Ride a Dark Horse, and A Horse Called Dragon)

Henry, Marguerite, Born to Trot (also Black Gold, Brighty of the Grand Canyon, Gaudenzia: 

Pride of Palio, Justin Morgan Had a Horse, King of the Wind, Misty of Chincoteague, and 


other titles)

James, Will, Smokey the Cowhorse
Kullman, Harry, The Battle Horse

Lawson, Robert, Mr. Revere and I

Marric, J.J., Gideon’s Sport

Morey, W., Runaway Stallion

Morrison, Dorothy Nafus, Somebody’s Horse (also Whisper Again)

O’Hara, M. Green Grass of Wyoming (also My Friend Flicka and Thunderhead)

Rounds, Glen, The Blind Colt (also Wild Appaloosa)

Sewell, Anna, Black Beauty
Steinbeck, John, The Red Pony
Snyder, Zilpha Keatley, Season of Ponies

Windsor, M.A., Pretty Saro

Short Stories

Anderson, C.W., C.W. Anderson’s Favorite Horse Stories
Evans, Pauline Rush, Best Book of Horse Stories

Wilding, Suzanne, Horses, Horses, Horses: A Collection of Stories

Non-Fiction

Adler, Larry, Famous Horses in America

Amaral, Anthony, Movies Horses

Brown, Fern G., Behind the Scenes at the Horse Hospital

Christian, Mary Blount, Hats Are for Watering Horses

Clutter-Brock, Juliet, Horse

Demuth, Jack, City Horse

Garbutt, Bernard, The Day of the Horse

Gordon, Sally, The Horse’s Handbook

Green, Edna, Famous Horses and Their People

Green, Lucinda, The Young Rider

Haney, Lynn, Show Rider

Harris, Jack C., The Kentucky Derby

Henry, Marguerite, All About Horses (also Album of Horses)

Herriot, James, Bonny’s Big Day

Krementz, Jill, A Very Young Ricer

Lavine, Sigmund A. and Brigid Casey, Wonders of Draft Horses
Patent, Dorothy Hinshaw, Arabian Horses (also Thoroughbred Horses, Quarter Horses, and 
Miniature Horses)

Rawson, Christopher, Joanna Spector, and Elizabeth Polling, The Usborne Guide to Riding and 
Pony Care

Roderas, Paula, The Random House Book of Horses and Horsemanship

Scott, Jack, Island of Wild Horses

Steinberg, Phil, You and Your Pet Horses

The Visual Dictionary of the Horse

Woodhouse, Barbara, The Book of Ponies

Other Resources

The United States Pony Club publishes a catalogue of books and other materials for young people (and adults) interested in riding and horsemanship. They include The United States Pony Clubs Manual of Horsemanship (including beginners, intermediate, and advanced manuals). The beginner’s book provides direction concerning first mounted lessons as well as information about safety, insuring the well-being of the horse, and responsible riding. The second volume covers the same subjects in more depth and also touches on nutrition, conditioning, shoeing, and sources for additional study.

Other materials available through the Pony Club include USPC Rules for Games Rallies, with suggestions for games young people can play on horseback and a 20-minute videotape on the need for protective riding helmets entitled Every Time—Every Ride, as well as many additional books on riding and on the care of horses.

If you or your students would like a copy of this catalog, write to The United States Pony Clubs, Inc., The Kentucky Horse Park, 4071 Iron Works Pike, Lexington, KY 40511.
Recommended Web Sites Related to
 Horses, Riding, and the Horse Industry

There are many web sites on horses, but the following sites are particularly recommended for students. More specialized sites are also available, including sites devoted to specific breeds and to certain types of riding. Students can access these sites directly or by logging on to HayNet, the most comprehensive listing of horse-related Web sites

· The Kentucky Horse Park site has information on events and exhibits at the Kentucky Horse Park in Lexington and links to the park’s International Museum of the Horse, including a timeline on the history of horses and humans; a history of Calumet Farm, perhaps the most celebrated Bluegrass horse farm; and a wealth of additional educational information. Link up with this site at the Museum’s address (http://www.horseworld.com/imh).

· HayNet (http:///ww.freerein.com/haynet). HayNet provides a comprehensive link to other Web sites related to horses.

· The American Cowboy (http://www.cowboy.com/~cowboy/west.html)

· Janet’s Horse and Rodeo Links (http://cowgirls.com/dream/jan/horse.htm)

· Horse’s Country (http://www.spyder.net/horseadvice/)

· Net Vet (http://netvet.wustl.edu/horses.htm) has a great page of links to Internet resources, including breeds, health, and sports.

· United States Equestrian (http://www.symbolic.com/uset/uset.htm) offers information about Olympic-level equestrian competition.

· The United States Pony Club (http://www.horseworld.com/assoc.html) is a Web site offered by the USPC, an organization providing riding and horsemanship instruction for young people.

· Horse Breeds (http://www.ansi.okstate.edu/breeds/horses/) provides information on various breeds as well as links to other web sites.

· American Miniature Horse Association (http://www.minihorses.com/amha)

· Churchill Downs (http://www.kentuckyderby.com)

· ESPNET Sports Zone Horse Racing (http://espnet.sportszone.com/nag/)

· The Thoroughbred Times (http://www.iglou.com/tbred/) is the Web site for a horse magazine published in Kentucky.

· Three Chimneys Farm (http://www.threechimney.com/farm/), the Web site for prominent horse farm in Midway, Kentucky, includes information about horsebreeding.

· United States Trotting Association (http://www.ustrotting.com), the site for news and information on harness racing.

Organizations Related to Horses and Horsemanship

Arabian Horse Registry of America

Contact:
Ralph Clark


Resident Officer


12000 Zuni Street


Westminster, CO 80234-2300


(303) 450-4748

Publication:
Registry News
American Paint Horse Association

Contact:
Executive Secretary


P.O. Box 961023


Fort Worth, TX 76161


(817) 834-2742, ext. 294


Fax: (817) 222-8466


www.apha.com

Publication:
Paint Horse Journal

American Quarter Horse Association

Contact:
Bill Brewer


Executive Vice President


2701 I-40 East; P.O. Box 200


Amarillo, TX 79168-0001


(806) 376-4811


Fax: (806) 372-6806

Publications:The Quarter Horse Journal


The Quarter Racing Journal

American Saddlebred Horse Association

Contact:
Patricia G. Nichols


Executive Secretary


4093 Iron Works Pike


Lexington, KY 40511-8434


(606) 259-2742


Fax: (606) 259-1628

Publication:
The American Saddlebred
The Jockey Club

Thoroughbred
Contact:
Roger Shook, Director


821 Corporate Drive


Lexington, KY 40503-2794


(606) 224-2700


Fax: (606) 224-2710

United States Pony Clubs, Inc.

Contact:
United States Pony Clubs


4071 Iron Works Pike


Lexington, KY 40511


(606) 254-PONY (7669)

Publication:
USPC News (quarterly)

The Pony Club offers young people throughout the U.S. instruction in the English style of riding and in the proper care of horses. Kentucky and neighboring states have several chapters of Pony Club, including clubs in Evansville, Cincinnati, Covington, Danville, Lebanon, Lexington, Louisville, and Paducah. Contact the address above or check the Pony Club Web site for information about clubs in your area (www.horseworld.com/assoc.html).

United States Trotting Association

Contact:
U.S. Trotting Association


750 Michigan Avenue


Columbus, OH 43215


(614) 224-2291

Publication:
Hoofbeats

Another good source for information about horses and/or for instruction in horsemanship is the 4-H program in your area. Contact your county agents for information about 4-H. 

In some communities, parks and recreation divisions of city or county governments also offer horseback riding classes.
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