TEACHER’S GUIDE

          
Grades 3 to 8

Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce Indians

Great Native American Leaders Series

Subject Area: Social Studies, US History, Native American Studies, Multicultural Studies

Synopsis: Told as a personal narration by a young member of the Nez Perce, this poignant and authentic treatment details the struggle between the Nez Perce wanting to keep their land, the government’s role in seizing it, and relentless pursuit of the often-bested United States soldiers to overpower them.

Learning Objectives:
Objective 1)
Students should be able to detail the movements of the Nez Perce from their homeland to their end-point in Canada, as well as the specific conflicts and motives of the Nez Perce and the United States soldiers throughout their evasion and pursuit.

Objective 2)
Students should be able to evaluate and give examples of the combat abilities and tactics of the Nez Perce.

Objective 3)
Students should be able to imagine the thoughts and feelings of General Howard due to his unsuccessful pursuit of the Nez Perce, and the reaction of his commanding officer.

Objective 4)
Students should be able to understand Chief Joseph’s ultimate decision to surrender, and discuss the United States government’s position prior to and after the final surrender.

Objective 5)
Students should be able to detail Chief Joseph’s efforts to regain his people’s homeland after the final surrender.

Objective 6)
Students should be able to consider the possible outcomes if the Nez Perce had been able to cross over the border into Canada.

Objective 7)
Students should be able to compare the life of the Nez Perce before and after white European explorers, settlers, and soldiers came to their land.

Pre-viewing Discussion or Activities:

1)
Define: missionary, measles, jagged, harmony, accuse, teepee, flee, energetic, mingled, bluff (land formation), council, and pleading.

2)
Locate: the centralized Nez Perce area of Oregon, Idaho, Wyoming, and Montana; Wallowa Valley; Salmon River; Clearwater River; Lolo Trail, Continental Divide, and Yellowstone National Park. Use a map of North America (topographical would be best) to show the distance (and difficulties to negotiate) of the route of the Nez Perce from the Wallowa Valley in Oregon to their final place of surrender in northern Montana. Point out how near they came to the Canadian border.

3)
Discuss what students know about Native American Indian reservations. Ask for ideas on why and how they came to be. Ask if anyone has ever visited a reservation, and if so, to share their impressions with the class.

Post-viewing Discussion:

1)
What was life like for the Nez Perce before the European explorers, settlers, and soldiers arrived? Give specific examples of how life was changed after each of these groups came?
2)
What happened to the Nez Perce land after gold was discovered there? What did the U.S. government say to the white settlers about going to this area? What did one of the Nez Perce chiefs do that affected the control of their land? Then what happened to the Nez Perce people?

3)
In 1876, the settlers accused a young Nez Perce boy of stealing a horse. The Nez Perce knew the settlers would probably attack them. What did Chief Joseph want his people to do? Why did the Nez Perce go to White Bird Canyon? What happened there? How did the Nez Perce at White Bird Canyon and at the Clearwater River outsmart General Howard and his soldiers? Why did the Nez Perce then leave their land and head for Montana? What did Chief Joseph want them to do?

4)
What was it like for the Nez Perce on the Lolo Trail? Why do you think they kept going? What mistake did the Nez Perce make when they finally reached the end of the Lolo Trail? What happened as a result of this bad decision? Where did the Nez Perce decide to go next? Why?

5)
What were General Howard’s thoughts and feelings after so much time spent and lives lost trying to capture the Nez Perce? What was the reaction of his commanding officer, General Sherman?

6)
Why did Chief Joseph finally decide to surrender? What did the government promise Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce? Did they keep this promise? Where were the Nez Perce forced to live? What happened eight years later? Was the government’s promise ever kept? 

7)
Until his death, Chief Joseph worked to return his people to their homeland. What did he do to accomplish this goal? Was he successful?

8)
How would you describe the abilities of the Nez Perce to fight the United States soldiers? Give specific examples.

9)
Do you think the fate of the Nez Perce would have been different if they were able to outrun the soldiers and cross into Canada? Why?

Additional Activities:

1)
Have students do a “Chief Joseph” keyword search on the Internet and report the relevant sites they have found. Divide the class into groups and assign one site for each group to explore. As possible follow-up activities, have each group member write a brief summary of the site they investigated, or have the group make an oral presentation of their findings. (Perhaps your class would like to develop a service project to help the Chief Joseph Foundation.)

2)
Chief Joseph’s American Indian name was “Thunder Traveling to High Mountains.” Each name was carefully chosen to reflect positive qualities about the person. Think of someone you admire. What Native American name would you choose for this person? Explain the reason for your choice. (You may want to make an illustrated classroom display of the students’ choices.)

3)
Divide the class into three groups: Nez Perce, United States soldiers, congressmen and congresswomen. Have each group discuss their feelings about and reasoning behind their decision to fight for the land or take control of it. Groups can develop a chart of their findings and/or debate their positions. An alternative activity is to have each student write a journal entry or a personal letter to a friend or family member, detailing his or her actions and thoughts on a specific day as they imagine it. Remind students they are to be writing as a Nez Perce, a soldier, or a congressman/woman.

4)
For this activity, you will need string and a United States map. Show students the map legend for distance ratio. Have students determine and measure the amount of string needed to represent the 1,400-mile journey of the Nez Perce. Using your hometown as the central point, extend the string in several directions. This should give students familiar reference points, and so, a better understanding of how far the Nez Perce traveled.

Related New Dimension Media Titles:

· Native Americans Before Columbus Series 

· More Than Bows and Arrows

· Legacy of the Mound Builders

· Mesa Verde National Park

· Great Native American Nations
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