TEACHER’S GUIDE

Grades K to 4

USA: Duquan Sings Gospel

I Love Music Series

Subject Areas: Social Studies, World Geography and Cultures, Multicultural Studies, Music
Synopsis:  Duquan lives in the United States City of Harlem.  Every Sunday in his parish church, he sings gospel music (religious songs performed by members of the Black community).

Learning Objectives: 

Objective 1)
Students will be able to compare and contrast their culture, family and activities with Duquan’s culture, family and activities.

Objective 2)
Students will be able to demonstrate an appreciation for the diversity of cultures on our planet.

Objective 3)
Students will be able to locate the United States on a map or globe.

Objective 4)
Students will be able to identify cultural traditions Black Americans.

Vocabulary:

Harlem, New York, choir, Gospel, religious, origins, choral, mass, rhythm, ancestors, slavery, tastes (in music), rap (music), parish, pastor, sermon, concentrating, audience, rehearsal, conducts, headset, microphone and stage fright

Pre-Viewing Activities:

1)
Locate the United States on a map or globe.  Ask students on which continent the United States is located.  Point out New York, Harlem, Albany, Long Island Sound, the Atlantic Ocean and your own state and city on the map.  Make sure viewers know where New York is in relation to the rest of the United States.

2)
Discuss general characteristics of New York such as climate, geographical features, the people, customs, etc.

3)
Ask students to identify favorite hobbies or activities.  Is anyone interested in music?  What other activities do the students enjoy?  Do they like sports? What kinds of sports do they like?  Do these activities share any similarities?

Post-Viewing Questions and Discussion:

1)
Describe Duquan’s family.  Is your family similar to Duquan’s?  Does your family share any interests?  Do you sing at home like Duquan?  Describe his home.  Compare the city where Duquan lives to your own town.  How are they similar or different?  Do you live in a big city or a small town?  How big do you think New York is?  

2)
Describe the Duquan’s choir?  Where do they practice?  What kind of songs do they sing?  Why does Duquan like to sing?  What does he think about Gospel music?  What is Gospel music?

3)
Compare and contrast Duquan’s activities to your own.  How are they similar or different?  Do you like any of the same activities?  What does Duquan like to do?  What kind of music does he like?  How is Duquan’s religious experience like or unlike your own?  

Additional Activities:

1)
Have students research the history of Gospel music.  Where did it originate?  How was it associated with slavery?  What exactly is Gospel music?  How is it different from other music?  Is it similar to other forms of music?

2)
Have students prepare a geographic profile of the United States and New York noting its size, location, climate, natural resources, and outstanding cultural traits.  Have the students describe New York’s history, people, languages, principal industries and major tourist attractions.

Related New Dimension Media Video Titles:

· 29 other programs in I Love Music Series

· My Animal and Me Series

· My Beautiful House Series

· Let’s Dance Series

· There’s No Food Like My Food Series

· Just a Little Red Dot

· Paper Camera
· Britain: The Island People
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