Electronic Field Trip to a Newspaper
Lexington Herald-Leader

Newspaper in Education
Newspaper Facts

1. The “five w’s” in a news story are who, what, where, when, why and sometimes how.

2. “Filler” is not something you eat, but rather a story with little news value, used to fill space.

3. A “flag” is not a real flag but the newspaper'’s logo on the front page.

4. “Hard” news is factual news stories without opinion.

5. A “headline” has nothing to do with heads but is the title of a newspaper story. 

6. A “jump” is not an exercise but rather to continue a story from one page to another page. It jumps from one page to another.

7. A “kicker” doesn't play football but is a short headline, in smaller type, above the main headline of a story.

8. To “kill” is not to harm a person, but to strike out copy or take out type.

9. “Copy” doesn't mean to cheat, but it is all written material prepared for print.

10. A “body” is not a dead person but the story itself.
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11. A “dummy” is not someone that is not smart, but a diagram or layout of a newspaper page, showing the placement of stories, headlines, and pictures.

12. A “balloon” is a device in a comic strip, which makes the words of a person in the picture appear to be coming directly from his mouth.

13. “Make-up” is not the brown stuff you use on your face, but the design or arrangement of a newspaper or newspaper page.

14. “Yellow journalism” is not a color, but rather sensational or deliberately inaccurate reporting.

15. “Proof” is a page on which newly set copy is reproduced to make possible the correction of errors,

16. “Paste-up” has nothing to do with paste, but is the gathering together of all copy to put on a page with a waxing solution.

17. “Beat” is not to hit someone, but a reporter’s regular routine for covering news sources.

18. “Cover” doesn’t mean a blanket, but rather gathering facts and information for a story such as “He covered the trial.”

Did you know that newsprint comes in rolls that are 8 miles long and weigh a ton, or two thousand pounds? It takes about 100 rolls on Sunday, 60 on Wednesday, and 25-35 rolls the rest of the week for the Herald-Leader. 

We use as much recycled newsprint as we can get.
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Newspaper Activities/KERA Goals and Academic Expectations
These newspaper activities emphasize knowledge, process and product, include real life experiences, encourage divergent thinking, require problem solving, and provide opportunities for cooperative group work.

SCRATCH

Give the students a section of the newspaper and ask them to circle a word of their choice that has a certain number of letters which you designate. Then call out letters like you would in Bingo, and the first person who completes the word calls out SCRATCH.

Ask the student to spell the word and verify that he has all the letters. Then have her read the headline, ad, or sentence where the word was found. The sky is the limit after this. Give a definition for this word. Are there other meanings for this word? Ask for additional sentences from other students. Discuss the article or the concept brought to mind.

This can be done with the front page, the classified ads, a display ad, the editorial page, or whatever you are studying at the time. You might even have different students on different pages. This activity fits KERA expectations 1.2, 1.4, 1.12, 2.30, 2.37, 6.2 & 6.3.

MATH SCRATCH

Ask students to circle an 8-letter word from the newspaper. (You can vary the number) On the blackboard write the alphabet, then designate a number for each letter. (Example: A, 1; B,2; C,3; D,4, etc.) Instruct students to add up their numbers. Who has the highest total? Who has the lowest total? Now, using the same counting system, ask them to look for a 5 letter word (number may vary) with the highest numbers, then the lowest. Then ask them to average these numbers.

These activities make use of listening skills, math skills, thinking skills,

and KERA Expectations: 1. 1, 1.2. 1.4. 2.7, 2.8. 2.13, 6.2.

WEBBING/MAPPING

Take a subject that is important at the time and will be included in the newspaper. Read the article, and then begin the webbing process on the blackboard. For example: a big snowstorm ‑ read related articles, discuss all the ramifications and effects of the storm on different people. 'Men brainstorm for ways that some of the negative effects could have been avoided or could be taken care of in the future. Students could then write letters to the editor with these practical ideas. Using the weather map study it. and begin keeping a chart of predictions vs. actual weather and temperatures. Other topics could include a drought, a flood, unpredictable weather, high prices of gasoline, and school out rather than in session. These activities fit KERA demonstrators and expectations 1.2, 1.4. 1.12, 2.2, 2.3. 2.4, 2.7. 2.29, 2.30, 2.33, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.5. 6.1, 6.2, 6.3.

STRANDED

Divide the class into cooperative groups with different co-op assignments. 

1. Pretend you are stranded on a desert island with a dry newspaper, a blank sheet of paper and a glue stick. Tear out words or letters from the newspaper to form a message that you would send out in a bottle.

2. Choose at least five objects (from the newspaper) you would like to have on the island while you are stranded. Defend your choices.

3.  Choose 5 people from the newspaper you would like on this Island with you and explain the reasons why you chose those people.

These activities relate to the following KERA expectations 1.2. 1.11, 1.12,

2.3. 2.14, 2.16. 2.18, 2.22, 5.1. 5.2. 5.4. 5.5. 6.1, 6.3

OBITUARIES

Have students turn to the obituary page in the newspaper and silently read several obituaries. On the board, from their suggestions, list what types of information are given in an obituary. Then have students work with partners or in threes. Give each small group an object that’s life or usage is basically done for. Each group will work together to write an obituary for their object, naming it and coming up with clever ideas for their presentation. Have these read aloud to the class.

This activity covers main idea, cooperative work, writing skills, creative thinking and KERA expectations 1.2, 1.11, 1.12, 5.2, 5.3. 5.4, 6.1, 6.2, 6.3.

FIVE FRUGAL FINDS

Instruct students to turn to the classified section of the newspaper. They

are to find the following items, looking for the best buy they can locate:

1. a house

2. a car

3. a pet

4. an appliance

5. a piece of furniture 

When finished compare lists and see which group spent the least amount of money. 

Does location have anything to do with the price of housing?

This activity includes cooperative work, life skills thinking, math skills, and KERA expectations: 1.1, 1.2. 1.6, 1.9, 1.12, 2.7. 2.8, 2.14. 2.18, 2.19, 2.30. 2.33, 2.37. 

5.1. 5.4, 5.5. 6.1, 6.2, 6.3.

Making A Newspaper Scrapbook

ART

1.
Make a cover for your newspaper scrapbook

Begin your collection of the following items for your scrapbook:

LANGUAGE ARTS

1.
Ambiguous headlines (i.e. State School Stumbles, Jones Runs Over Smith)

2
Nouns (at least ten)

3,
Verbs (at least ten)

4.
An article with the 5 W's and H marked

MATH

1. Two department store ads

2.
Classified ads


a. most expensive car


b. a job in which you are interested


c. cheapest item for sale


d. most unusual item you can find


e. an animal for sale

SCIENCE

1.
Weather map

2.
Health related article

3.
Science article

SOCIAL STUDIES

Collect two of each of the following:


a. state news


b. national news


c. international news


d. government related news


e. cartoons


f. stories with bylines


g. feature stories

EXTRA CREDIT

1.
Collect six sports articles, must be at least three different sports

2
Draw an original editorial cartoon or an original comic

3.
Write a news story from a fairy tale or nursery rhyme
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WORD SEARCH

FIND NEWSPAPER WORDS IN THE PUZZLE. THEY INCLUDE:

ad, lead, dummy, yellow, editors, editorial,

source, banner, publish, display, typo, type,

obit, circulation, libel, logo, byline,

feature, subhead, body, copy, cutline,

deadline, column, carriers, ear.
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Newspaper Hunt

This activity is a race. It will get you around and about in the newspaper, but most importantly work together with your group and stay organized! 

Teamwork is the key—3-4 people per group.

2. FIND, CUT, and PASTE one sample for each item listed:

· a number greater than a million

· the price of a pound of meat

· the high temperature in a major city

· a face with glasses

· an international dateline

· an animal either pictured or mentioned

3. illustrate a sports headline. (Stick figures allowed.)

· the price of a used Mustang

· a game

· a letter from someone

· a city within 100 miles of your present location

· a number smaller than one (1)

· a column

· a vehicle, other than a car

· something to play with

· a movie that starts between 7:00 and 9:00 p.m.

· a compound word

· the TV channels that broadcast the evening’s news
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I AM
Using your newspaper, scissors, and a paper bag, cut out the following items and put them in your paper bag. You can later use the items to introduce and tell about yourself,

4. 1.
Words that describe you

2
Pictures that fit your interest

3.
Ads of things you would like to have

4.
Articles and pictures of sports you like

5.
Foods you like

6.
Entertainment and leisure time activities you pursue

7.
Family news

8.
Features you like in a newspaper

9.
News stories in which you are interested

10. Weather you like

11. Places where you would like to travel

12.
A career choice

13.
Comic characters you identify with

Others. . .
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NEWSO

NEWSO can be played individually or in teams.

5. The object of the game is to see who can find examples of each item first.

NEWSO can also be played similar to BINGO, in that students are asked to find five items in a row.

Also, a time limit may be set and the winners ‑are those who find the most items within the given time.

N
E
W
S
O
FILLER
CLASSIFIED
LOGO
WEATHER
LEAD


AD

MAP

BALLOON
BULLET
BANNER
CUTLINE
SPORTS





STORY

LETTER TO
INDEX
POLITICAL
DATELINE
LOCAL

THE EDITOR

CARTOON

NEWS STORY

HEADLINE
CAPTION
EARS
HOROSCOPE
JUMP

MASTHEAD
EDITORIAL
OBIT
BYLINE 
FLAG

6. NOTE TO TEACHERS-
USING

ELECTRONIC FIELD TRIP TO A NEWSPAPER
1.
Copies of the Lexington Herald-Leader may be ordered for .25 each, minimum of 5, by calling (800) 999-8881, extension 3772 or (606) 231-3372. You may call your local newspaper office for information about copies of other newspapers.

7. The Electronic Field Trip to a Newspaper one-hour format may be a little long and content heavy for some elementary classes. If your class falls into this category, we recommend that you tape the program. 


8. Preview the entire program. 


9. Introduce vocabulary words.


10. Younger students can watch the field trip in segments for reinforcement and review.


11. Stop tape when students need clarification or want to discuss topics.


12. Check out the web page at http://www.ket.org/trips/news

