TEACHER’S GUIDE

     

     Grades 3 to 8

Quanah Parker and the Comanche Indians

Great Native American Leaders Series

Subject areas:  Social Studies, US History, Native American Studies, Multicultural Studies

Synopsis:  Depicts Quanah Parker’s leadership as a young warrior defending Comanche land rights and freedoms, and later as a Chief advocating for his people’s religious freedoms and position in the new society.  Reveals how Parker lived between White American society and traditional Comanche society, achieving great success in both worlds.

Learning Objectives: 

Objective 1)
Students will be able to describe Comanche life and how it was changed by interaction with Europeans, from the introduction of horses and gunpowder to the loss of land to the United States Army.

Objective 2)
Students will be able to summarize the events in the life of Cynthia Ann Parker, the mother of Quanah Parker.

Objective 3)
Students will be able to explain how westward expansion impacted the Comanche and discuss the Medicine Lodge Creek treaty, in which most Comanche leaders lost their land.

Objective 4)
Students will be able to detail Quanah Parker’s leadership as a warrior fighting against westward expansion into Comanche land. 

Objective 5)
Students will be able to summarize Quanah Parker’s contributions as Comanche Chief, including his success as a cattle rancher, his position on the Court of Indian Offenses, and his political influence.

Objective 6)
Students will understand how Quanah Parker lived both in the Comanche society and the White American society and how he used this position to help his people.

Pre-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
Define: captured, raid, settlement, chief, treaty, exchange, wagon train, subdue, scouts, vow, outraged, canyon, escaped, desperate, messiah, sun dance, target, fury, slaughtered, surrender, reservation, ranching, graze, undisputed, traitor, hallucinatory, visions, peyote, cattlemen, teepee, polygamy, boomers, communal land, inaugural, celebrity, powwow, healing ceremony, and shaman.

2)
Locate the Great Plains area on a map and discuss westward expansion.  When did settlers begin to move to that area?  What were the settlers seeking?  Who lived in the plains before the settlers arrived?  How did westward expansion affect the people who already inhabited this land?

Post-Viewing Discussion and Activities:

1)
How did Cynthia Ann Parker come to live with the Comanche?  At what age was she returned to her family?  How did she feel about leaving the Comanche?

2)
In what specific ways did the arrival of White settlers change Comanche life?  What new things did the Spanish introduce to the Comanche?  How did these items impact the Comanche way of life? 

3)
How would you characterize Quanah Parker’s feelings towards Whites early in life?  Later in life?  What factors led to this change?

4)
Who was Eschiti?  What did he claim about himself?  Why were the Comanche eager to put their faith in him?  What was his medicine intended to do?  What happened in the attack on Adobe Walls?  What was the result of this defeat?

5)
What is peyote?  What plant does it come from?  What is the purpose of peyote in Native American religion?  What was Quanah Parker’s stance on peyote use?

6)
Give examples of how Quanah Parker adapted to White American society.  How did these changes impact his position as a Native American leader?  In what specific ways did he maintain his Comanche culture?  How did this impact his position?

7)
In what specific ways did Quanah Parker help his people later in life?  How did he achieve these things?  Why do you think Quanah Parker was able to influence both the Comanche and White Americans?

Additional Activities:

1)
Have students write Cynthia Ann Parker’s story from her point of view.  Guide students to consider her feelings about being captured by the Comanche, her life with the Comanche, and her feelings about being returned to her parents.

2)
Make a list comparing the views of the Comanche and the White settlers.  Make columns for land use, use of natural resources, buffalo hunting, and religious practices.  After filling in the list, have a discussion about whether these two cultures could have co-existed on the same land.  Discuss the compromises that would have needed to be made in order to co-exist.

3)
Hold a debate about the use of peyote in Native American religion.  Have half of the class advocate the protection of peyote use for religious purposes.  The other half of the class should argue against legal protection.  You may want to discuss Employment Division v. Smith, a case concerning employees who were discharged for violating their employer's policy prohibiting its employees from using illegal nonprescription drugs after using peyote in a religious ceremony.

Related New Dimension Media Titles:

· Great Native American Nations Series

· Native Americans Before Columbus Series

· More than Bows and Arrows

· Legacy of the Mound Builders

· Mesa Verde National Park
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