TEACHER’S GUIDE

          Grades 3 to 8

Seminoles: Indians of the Southeast

Great Native American Nations Series

Subject Areas: Social Studies, U.S. History, Native American Studies, Multicultural Studies

Synopsis: The Seminoles were a multicultural group of Native American and African American peoples who had fled into the Spanish territory of Florida. When the U.S. acquired Florida, Osceola and Billy Bowlegs led the fight to retain their lands. The Seminoles remain the only unconquered American Indian Nation in the United States.

Learning Objectives:  

Objective 1)
Students should be able to give reasons why the Native and African Americans came together in northern Florida and describe their way of life, beliefs, and traditions during the early and mid-1700s.

Objective 2)
Students should be able to understand the effects of the Revolutionary War on the Seminole population, land, and security.

Objective 3)
Students should be able to detail the reasons for, and the results of, Andrew Jackson and 

his troops invading the Seminoles in 1817.

Objective 4)
Students should be able to relate the events and circumstances of the Second Seminole War and appreciate the role of Osceola to his people throughout this conflict.

Objective 5)
Students should be able to summarize the events and circumstances of the Third Seminole War, including details about Billy Bowlegs and his followers.

Objective 6)
Students should be able to appreciate the qualities of the Seminoles as survivors throughout history, and the significance of them being the only Native American Nation never to have been conquered.

Pre-viewing Activities: 

1)
Define: fled, clan, climate, ambush, maize, reservation, swamp, water moccasin snake, livestock, plantation, confusion, treaty, massacre, multi-cultural, melting pot, and refugees.

2)
Locate: Florida and its surrounding waters, the Florida Everglades, Spain, Great Britain, Georgia, Virginia, and Oklahoma. Show the route of the Seminoles from Georgia and Virginia to Florida.

3)
Discuss the physical features and climate of the Florida Everglades. If any of the students have ever been to the Everglades, ask for their descriptions and impressions.

Post-viewing Activities:



1)
Why did Native Americans and African Americans flee the American and British colonies in the early 1700s?



2)
What does the Native American word “Simanoli” mean? Why was this a good name for the Native and African Americans that first settled in northern Florida? Describe the relationship between the Native and African Americans during this time. What was life like for these Seminole? What were some of their beliefs and traditions?



3)
What changes took place in the Seminole Nation as a result of the Revolutionary War in 1776? What new people joined the Seminole? How was the control of their land and personal safety threatened?



4)
Why were Andrew Jackson and his troops sent to Florida in 1817? What happened to the Seminole villages? How did the Seminoles react? After the fighting stopped, Spain sold Florida to the United States. Then what happened to the Seminoles? What was their life like now? How does this compare to life before the settlers and army troops came to their land?



5)
Who was Osceola? Why is he so important to the Seminoles? How did he react when the government soldiers wanted him to sign a treaty to move his people west to Oklahoma? What was the result? How long did the Second Seminole War continue? How was Osceola finally captured? What were the circumstances of his death? How did the Seminole people respond when they learned Osceola was dead? When the war ended, how many Seminole remained deep in the Florida swamps? How did they survive there? Where were the rest of the Seminole forced to live?



6)
Why did the Third Seminole War begin? What did soldiers do to Billy Bowlegs and his people? What did the Seminole do in return? How long did the Third Seminole War last? Why did it finally end? What happened to Billy Bowlegs and most of his followers? Several hundred Seminole managed to evade the soldiers and go deep into the unexplored Everglades, never to be captured. What did these Seminoles never do that makes them different from all other Indian Nations in the United States?



7)
What words or phrases would you use to describe the qualities of the Seminole and their leaders throughout history?

Additional Activities:



1)
Discuss why the early Seminole people are like the multi-cultural melting pot that became America.



2)
As you go through the Follow-up Questions, develop a chart to compare the First, Second, and Third Seminole Wars. Make five columns, and for each conflict list: 1) when it began, 2) its duration, 3) who was fighting the Seminole (include names of specific leaders for each side), 4) the reasons for the conflict, and 5) the outcomes. Then guide students in a discussion about the similarities and differences between these Wars, and ultimately lead them to draw conclusions and make generalizations about the shared 




reasons and motives for them. Encourage students to make connections between the Seminole Wars and other historical or current conflicts.



3)
Divide the class into groups, each representing a Seminole clan. (If age appropriate, have students choose a Seminole clan family name, such as “maize” or “snake.”) Students should work together to choose different jobs and discuss why each one is important to the group. Have each “clan” report on their decisions and explanations through classroom 

discussion, a “clan” presentation, or by producing one written report with contributions from everyone in the group.

Related New Dimension Media Titles:

· Great Native American Leaders Series

· Native Americans Before Columbus Series

· More than Bows and Arrows

· Legacy of the Mound Builders

· Mesa Verde National Park
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