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KET captures views from Black Women Writers 
Forum  
 
 
KET was on hand at the recent Black Women Writers Forum, held at the Carnegie 

Center for Literacy and Learning in Lexington, where authors Nikky Finney, Crystal 

Wilkinson and Bianca Lynne Spriggs shared their take on what it’s like to be a black 

woman in the South. 

Prompted by recent instances of racially charged violence against black women – 

including the verbal and physical assault of a 21-year-old University of Louisville student 

during a Donald Trump rally – the three acclaimed authors spearheaded the forum as an 

opportunity to address the unique challenges of being a Southern black woman. They 

argue, ultimately, that the South has historically marginalized and disregarded black 

female voices – which they each try to remediate through their creative writing. 

Black Women Writers Forum, moderated by KET’s Renee Shaw, airs on KET 

Sunday, June 26 at 2/1 pm and Monday, June 27 at 10/9 pm. 

In an op-ed letter to the Lexington Herald-Leader outlining the focus of the April 

forum, Bianca Lynne Spriggs described the daily pressures she feels living in the South: 

“To be a black woman in America, but particularly in the South, is to move through the 

world with anger — rage, even — as a constant companion but to remain mostly quiet 

about it. You’d never know to talk to us how angry many of us are. And fearful. 

Constantly fearful that our names or the name of a loved one will end up as a hashtag, 

the impetus for a movement.” 

Spriggs added that during the panel discussion, writers “who are used to  thinking and 

writing from our hearts but also critically, politically, and systemically, will speak not from 

the center but from the margins and with the voices of the disenfranchised, the 

colonized, the oppressed. But somehow, inexplicably, by choice or by obligation, we will 

also speak from the place of, “We are here. We are still here.” 
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Black Women Writers Forum is a KET production, produced by Tom Bickel. Teresa 

Day is executive producer. 

KET is Kentucky’s largest classroom, serving more than one million people each 

week via television, online and mobile. Learn more about Kentucky’s preeminent public 

media organization on Twitter @KET and facebook.com/KET and at KET.org. 
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